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tvameva mata ca pita tvameva 
tvameva bandhusca sakha tvameva 
tvameva vidya dravinam tvameva 
tvameva sarvam mama devadeva 


It is You; the mother and father both, 

It is You; the brother and friend both, 

It is You; the knowledge and riches both 
It is You; all in all, O my Lord. 
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Il Shri Hari II 
Preface 


We are very much pleased to present this article 
titled ‘An Ideal Brother-Love’ in the Ramayana, in a book 
form. The Ramayana is not merely a history or a book 
of literature, it is a true guide also to initiate the human 
life constantly to go ahead on the well ordered auspicious 
path of life. In the Ramayan we get the apparent view 
of the glorified divine body of the Maryada Purushottam 
Shri Ramchandraji. The Ramayan is not merely a Hindu 
culture, but it is also the spirit of the human culture. If 
the ideals of the Ramayana are adopted to organise and 
run the human society, the days are not very far when 
the peace and prosperity of the Ram Rajya will prevail 
over everywhere. 

In the present book on the basis of Shri Valmiki, 
Shri Adhyatm and the Ramayan written by Shri Tulsidasji, 
a very pleasant description of the mutual love and 
devotion of the four brothers—Shri Ramchandra, Bharat, 
Lakshman and Shatrughna has been presented. This 
book can prove to be very useful to extinguish the blazing 
fire of hostility between the two own brothers usually 
because of the self interest and having become empty 
of wisdom being overwhelmed by the mirage of worldly 
attachment and negligible physical enjoyments and comforts. 
The language is simple and effective. While reading our 
eyes are overflowed with the emotional tears of love. 

As regards the usefulness of this book, it will be sufficient 
to say that this book is only a ray of the second part of the 
book—'Tattva Chintamani’; written by reverent Shri Jaydayalji 
Goyandaka. By the effect of its light, the fear of the bite 
of the serpent of the two brothers hostility can be wiped 
out forever. On the request of many well-wishers, this 
article has been published in the form of a separate book 
to make it in the reach of common people easily. The dear 


readers should take advantage by reading it. 
—Publisher 
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Maryada Purushottama Lord Shri Ram 


at A nRa wy aa am et Wal 

wa fra ma gq sa aag ua eam 

‘May the image of the Lord Ram with a bow and 
arrow in His hands along with the younger brother and 
Janakiji inhabit in my free from all desires heart forever 
like the moon in the firmament of the sky.’ 

None like Shri Ramchandraji as the protector of 
decorum has ever been born, it will not be an 
exaggeration to say. Shri Ram was the manifestation 
of the Supreme Almighty God. He had incarnated for 
the protection of righteousness and emancipation of 
the worldly beings. Our mind is charmed and the waves 
of holy feelings begin to rise in the heart to hear, read 
and remember His ideal pastimes. His every action is 
extremely pious, charming to mind and worth following. 
It is childish for a man like me to write something about 
Shri Ram, the ocean of numberless virtues and merits; 
even then, | dare to write a litle on the basis of 
Shastras for my own amusement, may the men of 
letters should excuse me. Shri Ram was the embodiment 
of all the virtuous attributes. There was the queer 
mixture of all the highest merits of the virtues as 
truthfulness, selfless friendship of all beings, serenity, 
forgiveness, kindness, modesty, soft-heartedness, 
valiancy, patience, fearlessness, humility, peace, 
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endurance, apathy, prudence, splendour, love, 
protectiveness of propriety, single wife-devotion, the 
pleasing attitude to the subjects, promptness in promise, 
well disposed towards Brahman, devoted to mother, 
father and preceptor, great love for the brothers, 
simplicity, sociability, affection for the shelter-seekers, 
sacrifice, helper of the saints and hermits, annihilation 
of the wickeds, the feeling of fraternity, free from 
hostility, friendliness and popularity etc., in Shri Ram. 
The combination of all the attributes, prospered in a 
single personality is impossible to be noticed in the 
whole universe. Remembering His ideal behaviour with 
mother-father, brother-friend, wife-son, the attendents— 
subjects etc., our mind becomes ecstatic. The popularity 
like Shri Ram’s has been never seen till now. At that 
time, there was no being but Kaikeyi and Manthara 
to remain escaped of being spell bound by His 
behaviour and love. Infact, even, Kaikeyi remained 
always charmed by Shri Ram’s loving attitude and his 
splendour. To hear about the coronation of Shri Ram, 
she had called Manthara to give her gift. She had full 
confidence on the virtues of Shri Ram. At the time of 
Ram’s banishment, the hostile Kaikeyi becomes bound 
to express her spontaneous overflow of true feelings— 
Te Hore A ae cat | wet ae de qa 
TH Wa WAS Se RR Te faq wg we wa Sel 
‘You are hardly capable of any offence, dear son, 
a source of delight that you are to your parents and 


brothers. What you say is all true. You are devoted to 
the words of your father and mother.’ 
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The unpleasant and harsh treatment of Kaikeyi to 
Ram was motivated by God's will and the inspiration of 
God's for the welfare of the human beings. This never 
proves that Shri Ram was not loving to Kaikeyi. Shri 
Ram was free from hostility to anyone, either human 
beings or animals and birds. Even the episodes that 
occur in connection with hostility and war with demons, 
destroyers of sacrifices and with Khara-dushan, Trishira, 
Ravan, Kumbhakarn, Meghanad etc., after lopping off 
the nose and ears of Shurpanakha, are also full of 
mystery. In fact, Ram had no hostile attitude in His mind 
towards them at all. Even the demons repeated His 
name in their mind with hostile attitude for their own as 
well as their family’s emancipation. The words of Ravan 
and Marich reveal it— 

Gr osm ae oui a emda che aaa 
wt Howe ae ee ash wy atom wt we a 
ase sey A ama Sa | WA HA Ae Ua Gs WET 

‘If therefore, the Lord Himself, the Delighters of the 
gods and the Reliever of Earth’s burden has appeared 
on Earth, | will go and resolutely fight with Him and cross 
the ocean of mundane existence by falling to His arrows. 
Devotion to God is out of question in this demoniac 
body, which is made up of the Tamas, the principle of 
ignorance —Ravan.’ l 

m wes wm wad È We TAN 
fann faf wets factfenes oa TAT AA BATT 

‘As He runs after me on the foot, carrying His bow 
and arrow, | shall again and again turn in order to get a 
Sight of my Lord! No one else is so blessed as | am. 
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It proves that in Shri Ram’s time, as was the ideal 
love of animate and inanimate beings to Shri Ram, such 
has neither been heard nor noticed for anyone till now. 

What a great ideal of Shri Ram’s devotion to His 
mother is! Not to mention His devotion to His own 
mother as well as other mothers; Shri Ram treated 
even Kaikeyi who behaved hard to him, with devotion 
and regard. 

The moment when Kaikeyi ordered Shri Ram for 
banishment, He said to her with due regard—‘Mother! 
Here, | am beneficient in all respects— 


qr freq aA ot wate wife fea ar 
afe we fq ag set daa set dren 
‘In the forest, | shall get more frequent opportunities 
of meeting hermits, which will be beneficial to me in 
everyway. On top of it | have my father’s command 
and your approval to boot, mother. 
Shri Ram said to his angry brother, Lakshman— 
we mR = sft 
mm A: AT aa a aAa N pE N 
wm: ygi ga ygi AI 
Tara ulead Asega N 
3 gig wag mmie marr 
mt at Agai pai a fatten 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/22/6—8) 
‘Take steps to ensure that that mother of ours viz., 
Kaikeyi, whose mind is greatly troubled over the question 
of my installation, is not filled with apprehension (that | 
may assume a revolting attitude and refuse to leave the 
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capital). “I cannot afford to ignore even for a while, 
O darling of Sumitra, the agony in the form of apprehension 
aroused in her mind. | do not remember the least 
offence ever given by me consciously or unwittingly to 
my mothers or to my father in this life.’ 

Thenafter, Shri Ramji said to Bharatji while going 
back from the forest— 

ama aa cig wat paii Haq! 

a wre ada aa a urged 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/112/19) 

‘O dear! No matter whether all this was wrought 
by your mother in your interest from affection for you 
or from greed of sovereignty through your installation 
as Prince-Regent, my darling, it should not be taken 
to heart by you and you should behave towards her 
as towards a mother.’ 

It reveals Ram’s great devotion to His mothers. 
Once, in the forest, Lakshman said something 
condemning Kaikeyi. On this whatever the mother- 
devotee and lover of brother’s Shri Ram said, is worth 
considering forever— 

a ast nem aa Rae mer) 

aAa A P GEN 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 3/1 6/37) 

‘Dear brother, Kaikeyi, our second mother, should 
never be condemned by you. Speak exclusively about 
that Bharata, the king of the Iksvakus’ 

Similarly His paternal devotion is also unique. To 
keep His father’s words true what was left undone by 
Shri Ram? When Shri Ram asked Kaikeyi the cause 
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of his father’s grief seeing him in grief, she said—The 
king has something in his mind what he does, not 
disclose to You due to Your fear. You are very dear 
to him. The words unpleasant to you, don’t come out 
of his mouth, if you promise to obey the king, he may 
say, You must act upon for which he has given me 
his words.’ In reply Shri Ram said— 
sat fre ama ef a migi aa: 
ae fe anna: want oar 
wed fat dest A arta 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/18/28-29) 
‘Oh ! How shameful it is for me to hear such words 
expressing doubt about my devotion to my father! You 
ought not to speak such words to me, O glorious lady ! 
At the bidding of my father | am actually prepared to leap 
into fire. | might as well swallow deadly poison and take 
a plunge into the ocean.’ Once, when Lakshman said— 
‘It is immoral to obey such a passionate father’ Shri 
Ram, quoting the example of the sons of Sagar and 
Parashuram etc., said—‘Father is the god apparently, 
what was the reason of his giving words is not my matter 
of thought, | am not a thinker, | will obey my father at 
any cost.’ 


Shri Ram had said clearly to His lamenting mother 
Kausalya— 


Th wih: fgati mana AAT 
wed oat fire wafer ami 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/21/30) 
“I have no courage to flout the command of my 
father and as such wish to proceed to the forest. |, 
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therefore, solicit your favour in the form of leave to 
depart with my head bent low. ’ 

Shri Ram’s single-wife-vow is an ideal, what a 
great love Shri Ram had for His wife Sita is revealed 
on looking of the condition of Shri Rama after Sita’s 
kidnapping. Being mad due to separation of Sita with 
tearful eyes the great Shri Ram, famous for His 
endurance and vigour asks for the location of Sita from 
Kadamb, Bel, Ashok etc., trees and deers. Here, Lord 
Shri Ram has, as it proved by His action and character, 
the words of the Gita ‘& am ni wut aimada Sak rt | 
(Gita 4/11) is true. ‘Arjuna, howsoever men seek Me, 
even so do | approach to them’. He wails bitterly, He 
makes delirious talk in lamentation, He becomes bereft 
of senses like a mad, He becomes unconcious and 
He happens to call ʻO Sita’, ‘O Sita. 

Shri Ram’s love for his friends is also peerless. 
When His friendship with Sugriv is established He 
mentions the characterisitcs of friendship— 

q oF faa ge ate cart 1 fires fera wee oth 
Pa ge fit aa wa aft art | fies ge ww ae gai 
at td wa da 7 ORS | Ae SAM Wer feat ae i 
RaR ma mt BATT Aer | aft we da fir WA UT 

‘One would incur great sin by the very sight of 
those who are not distressed to see the suffering a 
friend, in distress. A man should regard his own 
mountain-like troubles as of no more account than a 
mere grain of sand, while the troubles of a friend 
Should appear to him like Mount Sumeru, though really 
they may be as trifling as a grain of sand. A friend 
Should give and take things without any scruple and 
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serve his friend's interest to the best of his ability ang 
finding him in distress love him a hundred times more 
than ever. The Vedas declare these to be the qualities 
of a noble friend.’ 

Again assuring him He says— a 
Var aa ame aa At aa fate wea art N ath 

‘Relying on my strength, dear friend, grieve no 
more, | will serve your cause in all possible ways to 
tide over all difficulties and also accomplish your goals.’ 

Similarily, Ram’s love for His brother is also non- 
comparable. The ideal love of brotherhood what the 
Ramayan teaches us, is nowhere in the entire history 
of the universe. A great deep mutual love was there 
among the Pandavas also. Our heart is melted to read 
the fables of their mutual love among all the five 
brothers and we start singing hymn in the praise of 
its glory but this love of brotherhood cannot be 
compared to the brotherhood-love of the Ramayan. 
The ideal of the brotherhood-love in the Mahabharat 
age was much more inferior to that of the Ramayan 
age. What is to talk of this age which is full of quarrels 
only even on the trifling matters and where the 
brothers are murdered for the insignificant enjoyments 
and comforts. Here, in this article the brotherhood-love 


of all the four brothers including Shri Ram is described 
as a bird’s eye view. 


aK 


Shri Ram’s Brotherhood-Love 


Since His childhood Shri Ram had a great affection 
for all the three brothers. He always guarded them and 
tried to please them. Even in the sports and games 
He didn’t let them to be sad. Even in His victory He 
used to accept his defeat to please them and by 
coaxing, used to give chance to them.’ 


Ged GT set araa Prat Sita BAS TATS | 
vita at gam gaa ea fearad asl 


Shri Ram used to dine, play and sleep with all 
His three brothers. Shri Ram, Lakshman accompanied 
Vishwamitraji to the forest to protect his Yagya. Having 
attained the knowledge in the numberless spheres and 
having massacred the demons, both the brothers 
reached Janakpur with Muni. The breaking of the bow 
was done. Parashuramji came and being enraged, 
enquired about the name and address of who had 
broken the bow. Shri Ramji answered very humbly and 
Lakshmanji replied very boldly in acute words. 
Parashuramji got infuriated on the sharp words of 
Lakshmanji. He began to grind his teeth against him. 
Our heart is charmed to read that episode how cleverly 
Shri Ram supported his brothers behaviour and set 
an example of brotherhood love. 

After then, the preparation of marriage was made, 
but after the victory in the Swayambar, Shri Ram did 
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not marry only Himself but calling Bharat and Shatrughna 
also and Lakshman was already with Him, He got the 
marriage of all his brothers ceremonised along with His 
own marriage. 

After the marriage ceremony coming back to 
Ayodhya, all the four brothers began to live lovingly 
and began to charm others by their behaviour and 
conduct. After some time Bharat and Shatrughna went 
to their maternal home. Later on king Dasharath 
decided to coronate Shri Ram by the permission of 
Sage Vasishtha and with the consent of the subjects. 
All around auspicious congratulatory words began to 
be exchanged and preparation started. Vasishthaji 
gave this happy news to Shri Ram. Who will not be 
happy to hear the news of his coronation? But Shri 


Ram was not pleased, with remo 


rseful feelings He 
began to say— 


‘Oh! How strange it is! We all brothers 
born together, dined, slept-played together, ceremonial 
rites of piercing the ears, initiation of sacred threads 
etc., were also performed together and all the four were 
married together, then, why should this kingdom be 
awarded to Me only, in our pious dynasty this unseemly 
practice is quite improper that only the eldest one 


barring the younger brothers is entitled to the royal 
throne— 


Wet wh dw wa wg | ier wet Safe ota i 
erate sua = fame in tin wa UC Soret 
fara aa ag oia Uk | aq fees ase aNg 1 

Shri Ram considered it quite unjust and improper 
to accept the kingship alone. He had to agree to the 
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proposal of installation unwillingly to obey the order 
of His father. But in His mind He thought that He was 
simply following the practice, practically the kingship 
belonged to the brothers. Bharat and Shatrughna were 


not present at the moment, so Shri Ramji said to 
Lakshman— 


A we iaie wear a 
Vifat aft we a adaa 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/4/44) 

‘Enjoy you, O Laksmana, the pleasures coveted 
by you as well as the rewards of sovereignty (religious 
merit and fame etc.). | desire to live and even to rule 
but for you.” 

Just after this the screen of this drama changed. 
According to the desires of mother Kaikeyi, the installation 
converted to banishment. In the morning when Shri 
Ram was summoned through Sumant in Kaikeyi’s 
palace by the consent of king Dasarath and He came 
to know about the boons of Kaikeyi, He expressed his 
great delight. He began to say—‘Mother! What is the 
difficulty here? | have only one regret in My mind— 
‘Why did his Majesty not speak to Myself for the 
installation of Bharat?— 


afar fuqated wa am agen 


(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/19/10-11) 
‘Nay, let messengers proceed this very day on 
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horses possessing a swift speed under orders of the 
king in order to bring Bharata from his maternal uncle’s 
home. Here do | actually proceed with quick steps 
without fail to the Dandaka forest in order to live there 
for fourteen years, without calling in question the 
command of my father.’ What more pleasure for Me 
iS possible if My heart-loving brother Bharat is coronated? 
Destiny is today favourable to me in all ways— 
We mia mk mw! Airaa a AR mea 
TaI we aa tag art | wer afer ae ye ATT N 

‘Again Bharat, who is dear to me as life, will get 
the kingdom: God is propitious to me in every respect 
today. If | refuse to proceed to the woods even under 
such situation, | should be reckoned foremost in an 
assembly of fools.’ 

What an excellent example of sacrifice! From the 
start to the end, the lure of royal kingdom is invisible 
and always prompt for the entire sacrifice for the sake 
of the brothers! This context teaches us the lesson that 
exempting the younger brothers, the kingship, wealth 
and comforts should not be enjoyed only by oneself. 
On the ground of merit, if it is manadatory to accept, 
the share of the brothers should be considered more 
but it should be kept in mind that | accept it for their 
sake merely and if any such opportunity comes when 
| have to sacrifice because the brothers will be the 
gainer of kingship, wealth and enjoyments, it should 
be the matter of great pleasure. 

After that Shri Ram went to His mother Kausalya 
and wife, Sita to bid adieu. Shri Ram used not even 
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a single vulgar or hostile word for Bharat or for Kaikeyi 
but said to Sita— 

afena a fret a: ger wa Ut! 

were: oa fe m AAG 

ware aft meat a fara: 

aa naa wÀ: aÀ mN 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/26/32-33) 

‘Those others too who are related to me as mothers 
deserve to be saluted by you everyday since all mothers 
are equal in my eyes in point of affection and goodwill 
they cherish for me and the way in which they have 
looked after me when | was a child. My brothers, 
Bharata and Śatrughna too, who are dearer to me than 
life, should be particularly regarded by you as your own 
brothers or sons. ’ 

Here, Shri Ram had to grant permission to Sitaji 
also on the special insistence and her love, then, 
Lakshmanji also willed to accompany Him. Ram was 
not such a man who would say or instigate Lakshman 
to follow Him for His own comforts that—What will you 
do to remain in such an unjust domain, You, too, follow 
me.’ He persuaded Lakshman to His best to stay there 
at Ayodhya, He adopted many means and tried to 
convince Lakshman to stay in Ayodhya, so that he 
might look after the royal affairs and Lakshman might 
not suffer the ordeals of the woods; but when Lakshman 
did not agree to desist from his determination in spite 
of His all efforts then ultimately, Shri Ram agreed to 
take Lakshman with Him for his pleasure sake. 

Shri Ram along with Lakshman and Sita set out for 
the forest. While dwelling in the woods, Lakshmanji 
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remains dedicated in the service of Shri Ram and Sita 
by all means and Shri Ram too, does and says only what 
may bring pleasure to brother Lakshman and Sitaji. 


Te wer Se fat qe creat | ais tae ae is aT h 
Saf wy fa orate ara l ern fates titers Say 

Let us take lesson that we should behave in the 
way as may cause pleasure to the younger brother 
and wife and guard them like the eyelashes protect 
the eye-ball. 

XXX XXX XXX 

Hearing about Bharat’s coming to the forest along 
with his army, being enraged due to his deep love for 
Ram, Lakshman came to utter unworthy words against 
Bharat, then, Shri Ram said in praise of Bharat— 
‘Brother! Why do you talk of killing Bharat; | don’t want 
the riches by destroying my kinsmen, that is like the 
poisonous food— 


amet aan a Ai wait men 


Trane PTAA I 
aiet wi wat a wast aft ame 
wae ae fraga aeai frat 


zemana En WA AMSTA: 1 
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(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/97/5-6 & 8—12) 
‘O Lakshman! | seek virtue, fortune, gratification 
of senses and even sovereignty of the earth, O 
Laksmana, only for you people, my brothers, and not 
for any personal gain: | give this word of honour to 
you. | seek sovereignty too only for the protection and 
gratification of my brothers, O Laksmana: | swear by 
my bow. If any joy comes to me without Bharata and 
yourself, or even without Satrughna, O respecter of 
others, let fire reduce it to ashes. | believe, O gallant 
brother, that hearing, when back in Ayodhya, of myself 
having been actually exiled with Sita (daughter of 
Janaka) and yourself, and having proceeded to the 
forest, wearing matted locks and clad in the bark of 
trees, O jewel among men, Bharata, who is so fond 
of his brothers, and is dearer to me than life itself, 
must have found his heart overwhelmed with affection 
and his mind distracted through grief and he has surely 
come all the way to see me, bearing in mind the usage 
of his race in the shape of installing the eldest son 
on the throne on the death of a king and that the said 
Bharata has not come with any other motive. Nay, 
getting angry with mother Kaikeyi and speaking unkind 
words to her and having obtained the consent of our 
father, the glorious Bharata has evidently come to offer 
the throne to me. He can not even think in his mind 
of the conduct against us. If you are desirous of the 
kingdom, | will convince Bharat to hand over it to you. 
You are misunderstanding, Bharat, Bharat can never 
be proud of the kingship— 
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WE ASA wet wa Attar fate wia ws | a star 
wate as A ws fates et a ue ws! 

wag fe ast det chit fares 
Tat Ter are fog ar i ata gig ate wea wart 
WTI Ete say wey ara t frets tag mia fae i 
We Ww Ria agm aft ate ae are farm 
we Wave af ser art 1 fra wa wa wife shen n 
wet ATT ate que ite wt mA RTE 

‘As for Bharat | tell you, Lakshman, in the whole 
of God's creation | have never seen or heard of anyone 
so good as he. 

Bharat would never be intoxicated with sovereign 
power even if he attained to the position of Brahma; 
Vishnu or Shiva. What! Can a few drops of Kaji (a 
sour and savoury object) ever split the ocean of milk? 
‘O brother Lakshman! | swear by you as well as by 
father that there is no brother so pure and virtuous 
as Bharat. God, dear brother, creates the world by 
mixing the milk of goodness with the water of evil, while 
Bharat is a swan, born in the lake of the solar race, 
that has sifted goodness from evil. Choosing the milk 
of goodness and discarding the water of evil he has 
illumined the world by his glory. Even as the Lord of 
Raghus extolled Bharat’s virtues, amiability and noble 
disposition. He was drowned in an ocean of love. 

While extolling the virtues of Bharat Shri Ram was 
drowned in the ocean of love. Lakshman realised his 
mistake. Here, whatever didactic and sharp words full 
of love, Lord Shri Ram said to Lakshman, the three 
motives should be taken in consideration. First to prove 
his great confidence in Bharat: the second, to give 
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warning to Lakshman—Why are you talking so like a 
child in the intoxication of My love deliberately even 
when you are well acquainted with the simplicity, love 
an sacrifice of Bharat?’ Thirdly, scolding him to save 
him from moving towards wrong path. 

Bharat came and uttering the words—‘O my Lord! 
Save me; he fell flat on the ground like a log. Simple 
Lakshman having recognised Bharat’s voice, saw him 
saluting Shri Ram’s feet, the emotional feeling of 
brotherhood surged in his heart, but the duty of service 
was overwhelming. Lakshmanji eagerly desired to 
embrace his brother Bharat, then, again he became 
alert of his duty and remains stood in Lord Shri Ram’s 
service. 
fafa a mma a aad | Gale ar a ait That WAS N 
we wa ar uw We | ag aT wy Ga Gers 

‘He was, therefore, neither able to meet his 
brother (Bharat) nor ignore him; some good poet alone 
could describe Lakshman’s state of mind. He threw his 
whole weight on the side of service and remained 
where he was, even as a kite-flier would pull against 
a kite that has risen high in the air.’ 

Ultimately he thought it proper to continue himself 
in the service but he could not restrain himself without 
submitting to Shri Ram and bowing his head on the 
ground he lovingly said— 

Utd Waa GAGI WNN N 

‘Bharat is making obeisance to you.’ 

Hearing the name of Bharat the Lord good 
overwhelmed with emotion and being impatient due to 
love stood up to embrace him. What was the condition 
of Shri Ram at that moment— 
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33 m at de mia vag ve we Pr aq chm 
awa fe og st ome pair 
ara wa at fret afta frat wate ATA N 

‘Overwhelmed with emotion Shri Ram started up 
as soon as He heard this. His robe flying in one 
direction and His quiver bow and arrows in another. 

The all compassionate Lord perforce lifted Bharat 
and clasped him to His bosom. Everyone who witnessed 
the meeting Bharat and Shri Ram lost all self- 
consciousness.’ 

All were charmed to see the mutual love of all 
the four brothers. Those who witnessed Bharat’s 
humility, meekness, saintliness and devotion to Ram, 
lost their self consciousness. Shri Ram was greatly 
shocked to hear the news of His father’s death. After 
performing the rites according to Shastras there was 
an assembly. Bharat urged Shri Ram to accept the 
kingship by different means. The sages like Vashistha 
and others, the ministers, the inhabitants and mothers 
even supported Bharat’s version. When Shri Ram did 
not agree despite all efforts, Bharatji said then—'I will 
give up my life keeping fast.’ Then, first, Shri Ram 
rebuked him for squatting and then persuading him in 
different ways, He pacified him and in the last, drawing 
Bharat lying on His feet in tears, He seated him in 
His lap and began to say affectionately— 

‘O Bharat! It is but natural to have the mind that 
you concluded to install Me after getting me back from 
the exile, this is the fruit of humility and wisdom 
attained by the preceptor’s service. Because of this 
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supreme wisdom, You are capable to sustain the entire 
earth; but— 

qaia fears fet aa 

ada Ai a weai fg: 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/112/18) 

‘Splendour would sooner depart from the moon, 
nay, the Himalaya mountain would sooner shed its 
snow and the ocean would sooner transgress its limits 
than | shall violate the plighted word of my father.’ 

Gosaiji has written that being overwhelmed by 
love at last Shri Ram said to Bharat— 

‘Brother! Don’t be agonised, the life of living being 
is under God’s control. O brother! As | understand all 
the auspicious persons of all the three worlds and all 
the three tenses are inferior to you. Anyone who 
considers you malevolent even in a dream, will be 
ruined in this world as well as in the next. Only those 
persons will blame mother Kaikeyi, who have not 
waited neither on the Guru and her sages. The Lord 
Shiva is witness of what | say, My brother, this earth 
is being sustained by you. Don’t have suspicion even 
in your mind. O My dear! Mark; the Maharaj (His 
majesty Dasharath) gave Me up, he abondoned his 
body out of My love and kept his promise and he didn’t 
deviate from truth. So, | am much perturbed in violating 
his words, but hesitation for you is stronger than his, 
this is supported by Guruji also. So, the everything is 
now on you, | am ready to do whatever you say— 


TY wat aft age aft Heg at ag sa 
aed Tat ae aft wt at waa 


‘With a cheerful heart and shaking off all scruple, 
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till me what to do; and I will accomplish it this very day. 
The assembly rejoiced to hear these words of Sri 
Rama, the glory of Raghus, who was ever true do.’ 

What more brotherhood-love can be possible than 
this? The truth for the sake of which even the mother 
and father were disregarded and the same truth has 
been discarded for the sake of Bharat’s love who has 
come to take away back to Him.’ 

Bharat, too, was the brother of the same Shri 
Ram. Feeling the weight of Shri Ram’s love on him, 
he did not consider it proper to put Him in hesitation 
and said— 

WW Aag ma Part ifr fea aes arg ale Ure 

A servant who seeks his own gain by placing his 
master in an embarrassing situation is a mean minded 
fellow.’ | had brought with me, duly arranged, all the 
requisites for the coronation ceremony but now— 


WY uA WA Ua ast ait Vite sag ea 
at fer aft aft atte ag afefe ame arate i 


‘Each one of us will follow reverently carry out the 
orders that the Lord may be pleased to give with a 
cheerful heart and without reserve; and all agitation 
of mind and imbroglio will end.’ In the last, Shri Ram 
said again—Brother! You are pious in Your mind 
speech and action, it is you only your compeer. How 
to recount the virtues of the younger brother before 
the elders at this inopportune time? ‘Brother! You are 
conversant with the customs and tradition of your solar 
race and father’s repute and love and so many all other 


things are in your knowledge. You are sure to suffer 
for fourteen years— 
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wiht Gee yg wet war gai ara a aaa Ane 
ae poi mig ware | Afya art afg & ATT 

‘I know you to be tender-hearted, yet am speaking 
harsh words to you; but the time is so that this will 
not be unjustifiable on my part, in bad times good 
brothers alone stand one in good stead, it is by one’s 
arms alone that one parties the strokes even of a 
thunderbolt.’ 

Just hearing these loving mystreous words of the 
Lord Shri Ram, Bharat understood his intention very 
well. He became devoid of his sorrow; but how to pass 
fourteen years without any supporting pillar? So,— 
A aada 2a dfs Haai ue ue wife Agi 

‘Pray vouchsafe to me, good sir, some tangible 
support by serving which | may be enabled to reach 
the end of the term of your exile. 

At the very moment, to fulfil Bharat’s desire the 
Lord handed over the wooden sandal of His feet to 
the lustrous saint Bharat. Having saluted His wooden 
sandal and placing it on his head, Bharat returned to 
Ayodhya. 

XXX XXX XXX 

Shri Ram made His stay at Chitrakut for some days, 
then wandering about in the hermitages of the sages, 
He came to Panchvati. There, He passed some days. 
While staying in the woods, the Lord used to give sermon 
on different kinds of subjects such as knowledge, devotion 
and dispassion to Lakshmanji. While preaching sermons 
one day, He said— 
da aa tesa aÑ wr TA A TST AS FS AT N 
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m p ma paa | wang fiat A ae T 

arm ome m du awe o aa fiat aa A aÈ n 
aaa wa ma AR nA sory fe Fara 

fre k Ba HA WE HT aa fas 

‘One should be extremely devoted to the lotus feet 
of saints and should be persistent in the practice of 
adoration through mind, speech and action. He should 
recognise Me as his preceptor, father, mother, kinsman, 
lord, deity and all and should be streadfast in My 
service. A thrill runs through his body as he sings My 
praises; his voice gets choked and his eyes flow with 
tears; he is free from lust and other vices, Pride and 
hypocricy. | am ever at the back and call of such a 
devotee. 

Nay, | ever repose in the lotus heart of those who 
depend on Me in thought, word and deed and who 
worship Me in a disinterested way.’ 

Thus, the time passed in the discussion of the 
fundamental truth and the matters of great mystery. 
He had so much love for His brother that Shri Ram 
made him understand His mystery open heartedly. Sita 
was kidnapped, attack was made on Lanka, and fierce 
war broke out. One day Lakshman was injured by 
‘Javelin’ (an arrow with special potence). How the Lord 
Shri Ram displayed the frolicsome activity of lamentation, 
and prattle indicates what a deep love Shri Ram had 
for his younger brother Lakshman. Shri Ram began 
to say— 

fe a ga fe miad a faa 

wart eet: MA wore ART: N 
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aenaran addi TARTA 
(Valmiki. 6/101/12-13) 
“What purpose of mine will be served by fighting 
or even by life? | have no use for the war as a result 
of which Laksmana lies killed in the forefront of battle 
here? Even as Laksmana, who is endowed with 
extraordinary splendour, followed me when | retired to 
the forest, I, too, shall likewise follow him to the abode 
of Death.’ Gosaiji writes—Shri Ram utters in 
lamentation— 
WHET Shan Sha wis aH | dy wal Aa Yes PASI 
m fet mi astg agaa | weg fats fea strata ara N 
at st wet aa g | saga yA AN aa RNg Il 
wt wads ot dq fate 1 fier cam wads Af AN 
ae fat aft wat ofan | ate safe se are TT 
ore aR fared srg ata | fers A STA aA UTA N 
wat ia faq wan aia ST | Tet faq et ara eT 
aes war wat ug oi aft tq fa ong waen 
aa ig Ap AA ater wee Prge sate se AT 
Fra wert ee HAT | At g PE TT amr 
iat atte wate nè ort aa fafa quae on fea at A 
wre mle ees Ate we | sf fara wife ferarag ag n 
ag fair draa dra aen | aan afer atta ae cre N * 


‘Brother! You could never bear to see me in 


* This lamentation is considered the sportive activity of Shri 
Ram. In the lamentation, it is natural to utter beyond the reality. ‘WY 
Yet YA HM’ this sentence, too, proves lamentation. Lord Shiv’s 
these words. 
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distress, since your disposition has always been so 
tender. On my account you left both father and mother 
and exposed yourself to the cold, the heat and the 
winds of the forest. Where is that old love now, brother, 
that you refuse to get up even on hearing my lament? 
Had | known that | would lose my brother in the forest, 
| would have never obeyed even my father’s command. 
Sons, riches, wives, houses and kinsfolk in this world 
repeatedly come and go; but a real brother can not be 
had again in this world. Ponder this in your mind and 
arise, dear brother. As a bird is utterly miserable 
without wings, a serpent without its head jewel and 
noble elephant without its trunk, so is my life without 
you, brother in case, stupid fate compels me to survive. 
With what face shall | return to Ayodhya after sacrificing 
a beloved brother for the sake of my wife. | would 
rather have suffered abloquy in the world (for my 
inability to recover my wife); for after all the loss of a 
wife is not a serious loss. Now, however, my unfeeling 
and stony heart will endure both that obloquy and the 
deep anguish of your loss, my son. Your mother’s only 
son, you are the sole prop of her life. Yet she took you 
by the hand and entrusted you to me, knowing that | 
would make you happy in every way and that | am your 
greatest well-wisher. What answer shall | give her 
when I go back? Why should you not get up and advise 
me brother? Thus lamented the Dispeller of sorrow in 
diverse ways; and tears flowed from His eyes which 
resembled the petals of lotus.’ 

It is proper definitely to lament for the brother who 
is ready to sacrifice his life for His sake, but Shri Ram 
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has presented a good lesson of the love for His brother 
going beyond the limit of lamentation. 

After getting the Sanjivani brought by Shri 
Hanumanji, Lakshmanji became quite well. The Ram- 
Ravan battle was over. After the test of Sita, Shri Ram 
is in the preparation of coming back to Ayodhya along 
with all his companions by Pushpak Viman. At the very 
moment Vibhishan began to urge— 

‘Lord! If | deserve Your grace, if | am Your 
affectionate, kindly accept my prayer—please, stay 
here for some days, | want to adore You along with 
Lakshman and Sita. Sanctify my house to visit there, 
You, yourself and all the army men including your hosts 
and oblige me to accept my meagre cordial reception. 
It is not my command to You but it is my ambition 
based on Your affection and love and friendship as a 
servant | want to please You. (Valmiki. 6/121/12—15) 

What a means of humility to learn a lesson! Shri 
Ram said in reply— 

a Geart gat a avi WANI 

a q ù wet we wt aA ma:n 

mo å Aaii = AA agegama: | 

fra m aa a a ad wan 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 6/121/18-19) 

‘Nevertheless | would never dare to turn down 
this request of yours either, O ruler of ogres! My mind, 
however, is impatient to see Bharata, that younger 
brother of mine, who came all the way to Citrakita 
to take me back to Ayodhya the other day, yet whose 
prayer was not granted by me. Friend! don’t feel 
anguished on my this prayer.’ 
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ax wa We A Wa Aa Aa AT Ua! 

wa car Afra aie Pte Heat wa TA HI 
aa ay ma pa wad Prat Arie 
dat aft at aq we war Pens aie 

ad safer wars wit fier a oad ai 

ara ars wife wey af oP gee aT 

‘Listen, brother; what you say is quite true; your 
treasury and palaces are all My own. But when | 
recollect Bharat’s condition, every moment that passes, 
seems an age to Me. Clad in the robs of a hermit, 
with wasted body he constantly repeats My name. 
Therefore, take steps, My friend! | beseech you, that 
| may soon be able to see him again. If on the other 
hand, | reach there on the expiry of the term of My 
exile, | do not expect to find My brother alive. And 
even as the Lord recalled His brothers affection, He 
felt a thrill all over His body again and again.’ 

Vibhishan could not check Him, He started for by 
His plane. The Lord comforted Bharat by sending the 
message of His arrival to Bharat earlier through 
Hanuman. 

Then after, the infinitely powerful, the Lord Shri 
Ram, having reached Ayodhya and by His sportive 
activity, met with the all in a moment. 
ore wa Am rant | alge athe Gore Ge 
afta wa wie Afè aren | sears fie wale pare i 
auge wate AA i few ane at ait a 
wl ute wate fret wart | Sa AT ae aE A APTI 


‘Seeing all the people impatient in their love to 
meet the Lord, the All-merciful Sri Rama, Slayer of 
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Khara, wrought a miracle. He forthwith appeared in 
countless forms and in this way the gracious Lord met 
everybody at one and the same time in an appropriate 
manner. Sri Raghuvira rid all men and women of their 
sorrow by casting His benign look on them. In a 
moment the Lord greeted them all; Uma, this was a 
mystery which none could realize.’ 

Bharat’s meeting with the Lord is unprecedentedly 
blissful. Then, He rid the Shatrughna’s sorrow of 
separation by meeting him. The preparation of coronation 
was made. The bathing started. Shri Ram, too, began 
to serve His brothers affectionately. Bharatji was called, 
Shri Ram distangled his matted hair with his own 
hands. Then, Shri Ram with His own hands got His 
three brothers as dear as life bathed by rubbing their 
body. Bharat, Lakshman, Shatrughna were charmed 
with this affectionate fatherly treatment of Shri Ram. 
Ur meas sq gat) frat ar wa wer fea i 
em wy tS mgl wa Gee Hoe ta 
Wa ma Wy ames | Wa alle wa wale a Me 

‘Then All merciful Ram next called Bharat and 
disentangled his matted hair with His own hands. The 
gracious and almighty Lord of the Raghus, who is so 
fond of His devotees, now bathed all His three brothers. 
The blessedness of Bharat and the Lord’s tenderness 
were both more than countless Sheshas could sing.’ 

Shivji says that the blessedness of Bharat (and 
other brothers) and the Lord’s tenderness both, crores 
of Sheshas could not sing. A peerless brotherhood- 
love! 
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Lord Shri Ram attended by His three brothers, 
began to reign. Who can sing the praise of Ram-Rajya? 
From time to time Shri Ram called the meeting of His 
subjects and preached them the sermons for the 
exaltation of this life here in this world and the next 
world and about the means of the highest good. Till 
now, such a just and merciful reign, a good and noble 
treatment, loving attitude, to give the lessons to make 
life comfortable in this world and the next world and 
attain deliverance and pleasures in all respects have 
been neither seen nor heard nor read. 

XXX XXX XXX 

From time to time, Shri Ram goes to the orchards 
and woods along with His brothers, gives them instinctive 
teachings of different kinds. Once, all went to the 
orchard. Bharatji spread his scarf on the ground for 
Shri Ram, the Lord got himself seated on this, then 
on the question of Bharatji through Hanumanji, Shri 
Ram, in the last while distinguishing the qualities of 
the good and the wicked, gave a fine sermon— 
ut fea afta at afe wg i ur det am ate stems 
Fa weet WI ae at Hes aa We Gilad a 
a aie aft Sou dh ade a wale cer wa ait 
atte We Fa A aa AMT | MARY Wa Weil AAMT 
reread fre me Ù wat YA AE squad wet ATAT Il 
ae fant à aa war wate ae dea ce A 
vais at qurgy aan | R AR agra ai ara 1 

‘Brother! There is no virtue like benevolence and 
no meanness like oppressing others. | have declared 
to you, dear brother, the vendict of all the Vedas and 
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Puranas; the wise also know it. They who inflict pain 
on others even after attaining this body have to suffer 
the terrible pangs of birth and death. Dominated by 
the infatuation and devoted to their selfish interest, men 
commit various sins and thereby ruin their prospects 
in the next world. Figuring as Yama, the terrible (the 
god of death) for their sake, O brother, as | dispense 
the fruit of their good and evil actions. Realizing this, 
those who are Supremely intelligent adore Me, knowing 
the cycle of births and deaths as full of pain.’ 

What a worth imitating sermon by all is this Such 
an elder brother is available as a result of countless 
auspicious deeds. 

XXX XXX XXX 

Later on, on the request of Shatrughna, Shri Ram 
permitted him to go to the battlefield to kill Lavanasur 
and said—You will have to enjoy the kingship there. 
You will not disobey Me.’ Shatrughna felt displeased 
hearing his coronation very much; but he had to accept 
it considering it the order of Shri Ram. This is the act 
of an elder brother only like Ram to provide the royal 
comforts to His unwilling brother by keeping him under 
his words. 

Then after the question of Ram’s abandonment 
of Lakshman arises, some take it as Ram’s cruel 
decision for him. The brother, who had saved the 
kingdom and the king from the harsh curse of the sage, 
deserving to get a reward, he should back out of his 
previous vow? But those who comment so, forget that 
Shri Ram is bound by truth. Only to abiding the truth 
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p az 
He abandoned Lakshman. But just after the separation 
of His dear brother Lakshman, He, Himself along with 
Bharat, Shatrughna, subjects and kinsmen departed for 
the Supreme abode. 

This is a very brief description of Shri Ram’s 
brotherhood-love. It can give you an idea of Ram’s 
affection to His brothers. We should take rightful 
lessons. Ram’s ideal loving behaviour with his brothers 
to accept the kingdom for the sake of his brothers, 
surrendering His own right of sovereignity delightfully, 
to remain devoted to Kaikeyi, the mother of the brother 
Bharat who became the hurdle in His coronation, to 
praise the virtues of Bharat, to save His brother from 
the immoral path by rebuking Bharat on squatting and 
Lakshman on his anger, on Bharat, to be ready to 
deviate from His vow of truth on the will of Bharat, 
to become prepared for the sacrifice of His own life 
with him at the time of Lakshman being struck by 
Javelin to give sermons from time to time, to love all 
unconditionally in a selfless spirit, and to persuade 
forcibly to Shatrughna to accept his coronation at the 
time of attack on Lawanasur etc. 


HK 


> ck 
2186 An Ideal Brother-Love (Enaglish)_Section 2B? 


Shri Bharat’s Brotherhood-Love 


faa wa wa A ae wa way A wed aT 
Ae Ae oni oe Free ae amr ferret ate SITET AT UI 
ga ae afte gu gaa awe fra sed aT! 
aia dere A vate fe Wa GAS HA AT N 

‘If Bharat, who brimmed over with the nectar of 
devotion to Sita and Shri Ram, had never been born, 
who would have practised the difficult vow of self— 
abnegation and austerity and control of the mind and 
senses, that transcended the imagination even of 
sages? Who would have dispelled the woes, burning 
agony, poverty, hypocrisy and other evils of the world 
through his fair renown; and who in this Kali age would 
have forcibly diverted the mind of villains like Tulasidas 
towards Shri Rama?’ 

Bharatji’s glory is boundless. In the whole Ramayan 
it is such a bright character of Bharatji only which is 
spotless from all point of views. Bharatji was the 
knower of righteousness, well versed in ethics, renunciant, 
virtuous, self-restrainted, ideal of good conduct, an idol 
of love and humility endowed with devotion and very 
wise and intelligent. In his character there was an 
excellent abundance of dispassion, truth, penance, 
forgiveness, endurance, compassion, affection, patience, 
peace, simplicity, serenity, modesty, equality, absence 
of pride, mildness, sweetness, dutifulness, selfless- 


36 An Ideal Brother-Love 
I 
friendliness and service of the master and other virtues, 
As regards the brotherhood-love, he was as if its 
manifisted form. Shri Ram’s banishment proved quite 
good as it revealed Bharat’s unique feeling of love in 
the universe. If Ram’s separation had not happened, 
the whole world would have not availed the opportunity 
to take the dip in the immense nectarial current of love. 

UH after tee farg oq Afè wisi 

af wes art ag fea pai warn 

‘For the sake of gods and the saints, the ocean 
of mercy Rama, extracted this nectar of love by 
churning the unfathomable depths of Bharat’s soul; and 
it was separation from Him which stood for Mount 
Mandaras (that served as a churning-stick) 

After the banishment of Shri Ram and on the 
death of Dasharathji, the Guru Vasishtha sends envoy 
to Kekayadesh for bringing Shatrughna and Bharat. On 
the otherside, Bharata becomes perturbed by the bad 
dream and does charity for the welfare of mother- 
father, and brothers and their wives. The envoys 
conveyed the message of the preceptor. Bharatji asked 
about the welfare and the messengers also said as 
if ironicaly in reply—They are well about whom you 
want to know.’ Bharatji sallied forth the same day. He 
felt very sad to see Ayodhya deprived of glow. His 
mind got suspicious of some untoward happening in 
the family. He neither dared to ask anyone nor did 
anybody utter anything. At that moment the people 
looked Bharat with disdainful eyes to consider him the 
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cause of Ram’s banishment and father’s death; then, 
where was the question to talk to him properly? Later 
on, the subjects made it clear— 
Rena oma: mi: MARTON: | 
wA diaa: m: die A am 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/48/28) 
‘Sri Rama, alongwith his consort, Sita, and with 
Laksmana, his younger brother, has been deceitfully 
sent into exile and we have been tied firm to the apron- 
strings of Bharata in the same way as animals are 


bound tightly together (for being slaughtered) in a 
shambles.’ 


Tan frets a aes He vale refs safe | 

Wea Hat Us a was va ae wa mfè 

‘The citizen met him but spoke not a word; they 
made obeisance and quietly passed on His mind being 
obsessed with tear and grief.’ 

Being disturbed Bharat reached the palace of 
Kaikeyi and began to ask—‘Where is father?’ Kaikeyi’s 
joys had no bound on her doing; She thought that 
Bharat would also support her action; so she took no 
time to say becoming hard-hearted— 

a mR: aayartt a i a fm Tet: | 

wm aa e ae: wat nA: 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/72/15) 

‘The high-souled and glorious king, your father, 
who was given to the performance of sacrifices and was 
the haven of the virtuous, has met the same fate as is 
the destined end of all created beings.’ 
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Being greatly shocked just listening it Bharat 
Screamed—‘Oh! | was murdered and fell down on the 
ground at once. Lamenting in many ways he began 
to say, ‘O father! Where did you go away leaving me 
here in the ocean of sorrow— 

amda was uN wi aa msa N: 

(Adhyatma Ramayan, 2/7/67) 

‘O father! Where did you go away without handing 
over me to the hands of the king, Ram? Kaikeyi lifted 
up lamenting Bharat and wiped his tears and said— 
‘Son! Have patience, | have settled every thing in your 
favour—aarvafate ug à ad ani cer’ (Adhyatma Ramayan 
2/7/65). But Bharat’s lamentation was not over; he 
said— 

at a ure fat aepiea As aera: 

wae oat eR « wrenfiereantinr: 11 

for fe waft viet enor wal 

wa uel weh a AÑ afin 


(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/72/32—35) 
‘Pray, announce me soon to Sri Rama, who is 


unwearied in action, nay, who is my elder brother, father 
in the absence of the Emperor and friend, all in one, and 
whose beloved servant | am. To a worthy man knowing 
what is right, an elder brother is a virtual father. | shall, 
clasp his feet as a mark of respect since he is my 
support now.What did the king, my father, of firm resolve 
and unfailing prowess—who knew what is right, had a 
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virtuous disposition and was highly fortunate—say to my 
elder brother at the last moment? | wish to hear his last 
kind message for me.’ In reply Kaikeyi said— 


waft wet fay a da aaa a 
a weer owt Ah mat Ra ae 
git i ari ame fiat cal 
am ë Rm: ARa META: II 
fag w mi we MaI 
mat a maa eat YATTA 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/72/36—38) 
‘That high-souled monarch, the foremost among 
the wise, departed for the other world crying ‘O Rama, 
O Sita, O Laksmana! Bound by the laws of Time 
(according to which a living being meets his end at 
the appointed time), like a huge elephant bound with 
ropes, your father uttered the following parting words : 
Only those men who are able to behold Rama returned 
with Sita, as also the mighty-armed Laksmana come 
back to Ayodhya will have their object accomplished.’ 
On hearing this Bharat’s sorrow was beyond the 
limit. 
ame nA a we: ARA a far 
cert meno afte dat at ea a vat 
(Adhyatma Ramayan, 2/7/71) 
Bharatji asked—‘Mother! Was none of Shri Ramji, 
Lakshman and Sita, present at that moment? Where 
had they gone away?’ 
Now hard hearted Kaikeyi said narrating the entire 
occurence— 
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wea dered fiat a warm: ga: 

we weer mae AAT 

wat w fe A yt ar aga 

ai deat A wath ashe 

we WR wet aaa ahaa 

Wa: WIR Wt we aa ada fen 

we wea aa fit ma 

NUGI RUGI] wi ukaga tt 

Aw A ASA ATT: | 

at om wy um ma fN 

wA Ta era: 

(Adhyatma Ramayan, 2/7/72) 

‘Your father had made great preparation for Ram’s 
coronation, but | created obstacle with the motive of 
your coronation in place of Ram. The king had already 
granted me two boons and by the first boon | solicited 
the entire kingdom for you, and by the second boon 
| demanded Ram’s banishment for fourteen years as 
an ascetic. Then, your truthful father granted the 
sovereignty to you and exiled Ram. The chaste Sita 
also accompanied Ram to the woods and following the 
path of true brotherhood, Lakshman also followed 
them. After their departure to the wood, the king also 
passed away being afflicted by the sorrow of their 
separation calling ‘Ha Ram, ha Ram.’ 

These words of Kaikeyi proved to be thunderbolt 
to Bharat. He forgot his father’s death. 


wee faats fra ae aaa wa aa TI 
eq seas wiht fret afra è aft aU 
aR a wets agers ios va wy aT sie 
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‘Hearing of Shri Ram’s exile to the forest, Bharat 
forgot his father’s death and realizing in his heart that 
he was the root of it, he remained mute and stupefied. 
The prince was utterly dismayed to hear these words 
as though a festering sore had been touched by a live 
coal.’ 

Bharatji became distressed and in the utter shock 
being ignorant of his own self cursing his mother and 
crying loudly he began to say—‘O the cruel! You are 
my greatest enemy in the form of a mother desiring for 
the sovereignty, you are murderous of the husband and 
murderous of the family, you are not the daughter of 
virtuous Ashwapati, you are born in the form of an 
ogress to ruin his family line. Are you not acquainted 
with my feelings of love to Shri Ram, that is why you 
have done this injustice. Avoiding Ram and Lakshman 
on whose support will | reign? You committed the ruin 
of virtuous father and you have sent out my brother to 
beg in the streets and you have caused the sorrow of 
son’s separation to Kausalya, the mother of the only 
son, may you go to hell! May you be deprived of the 
kingdom! O the wicked! You are morally fallen down, 
may God grant me death and you remain here to weep 
for me forever! | will surrender the entire kingdom for 
my brother, better you enter the fire. Retire to the forest 
Or end your life by tying a cord round your neck. | too 
Shall wash out the stain of my face by giving away the 
Sovereignty to Ram only and accomplish my purpose.’ 
(Valmiki Ramayan 2/74) 
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Bharat, blind in Ram's love uttered to the extent 


to Shatrughna— 
i wi sad geak 
af m mA wat MAMARA 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/78/22) 
ʻO brother! II myself would have slain this sinful 
Kaikeyī of vicious conduct had it not been for the fact 
that the pious Sri Rama is sure to get angry with me 
for my having killed my own mother.’ 

At last, Bharat considered sin even to see his 
mother’s face and said— 
wt ef at efe age afa ond aia sie sf Aois mg 

‘Whatever you may be, you had better bedaub 
your face with ink and leaving my presence move to 
some place out of my sight.’ 

In the meanwhile came the hunchbacked (Manthara) 
clad in a variety of rich costumes and adorned with 
ornaments. The very sight of that women filled Shatrughna 
with anger. He started giving her reward (by giving her 
the hard blow of a kick) but merciful Bharatji rescued 
her. Then, Bharatji called on mother Kausalya and to 
see her miserable condition he got afflicted. Kausalyaji, 
too, uttered a few harsh words suspecting Bharat. The 
unpleasant words of Kausalya burst open the heart of 
Bharat and he fell down on her feet being unconscious. 
When he came to his consciousness, he began to swear 
in such hard ways which melted the mother’s heart. 
Bharat said— 

weet ai Ot ume 
aag afe writ a ua Aea afen 
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wi Ase aq KIGE eeayTa aA | 
eat ates agin amen gafa 
(Adhyatma Ramayan, 2/7/88-89) 
‘Mother! Whatever the foul game has been played 
by Kaikeyi regarding Shri Ram’s coronation and His 
banishment, if there is my consent in it or even if | 
am aware of it, let me be the culprit of killing one 
hundred Brahmans and let me suffer the same 
consequences what is applied on killing the preceptor 
Vasishthaji’s Arundhatiji_ with sword.’ 
Being overjoyed with emotion Kausalya seated 
innocent Bharat in her lap and having wiped his tears 


began to say—‘Son! | blamed you in the bewildrement 
of sorrow. | know— 


wT wg À UA Get we aae wag A azn 
fag fan aa aa qantas after at fart 
wT owe fe a Ag | Ge wae ult a ARN 
Wa Gen ag wt wa edt | Wag qe ants ce N 
ama nR arg org RÄTT i WAT Sale AAT AST BT I 

‘Ram is dearer to you than your own life and 
likewise you are dearer to Shri Raghunath than his own 
life. The moon may defuse poison, (through her rays) 
and snow may emit fire; nay, an aquatic creature may 
shun water and spritual enlighteninent may fail to 
eradicate error; but in no case will you turn hostile to 
Ram. Those in this world allege this plot was contrived 
with your connivance, shall never attain happiness or 
Salvation even in a dream. So saying mother Kausalya 
clasped Bharat to her bosom; milk began to flow from 
her breasts and her eyes filled with tears.’ 
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Kausalya’s these words are sufficient to indicate 
Bharat’s love to Ram. It was the power of his noble 
character and perpetual conduct of brotherhood-love 
which even in this condition made Kausalya to give such 
a impressive certificate of his love to his brother Ram. 

XXX XXX XXX 

Having performed the funeral ceremony of his 
father, as prescribed by the scriptures in the royal 
assembly the Guru, minister, subjects, his mothers and 
even Kausalya urged Bharat to accept the royal throne 
but Bharat did not agree on any account. He replied 
point blank— 

anA me dat mes Gale fae ag! 

ae faq vote ve fra & at 7 ag I 
am sas wife ate aa | at fra & wager fry aT 
wafé aie seg WA Ural maA ales WY Ure 
watt X amv aot 1 A aie ara aac sore 
aft ae wae tie sat | sA na eRe qn aA 
tea ape as MA EMS PT We AT WTSI 
aga save abe a war Wt faq Gam sett aT 

‘Bowing my head to all | lay open my terrible 
distress before you. Unless | behold Shri Ram’s feet, 
the agony of my heart shall not go. | find no other 
remedy. Who else than the chief of Raghus can know 
what passes in my heart? There is the only resolve 
in my mind; at daybreak | must proceed to meet the 
Lord. Even though I am a vile offender, am at the root 
of all troubles, yet when, the Lord finds me before him 
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in a suppliant mien he will forgive all my faults and 
shower his special grace on me. Shri Raghunath is 
an embodiment of amiability, meekness, extreme 
guilelessness of disposition, compassion and love. Shri 
Ram has never injured even an enemy, to say nothing 
of me a mere child and his servant too, though 
crooked.’ 

All were charmed to hear Bharat’s speech. It was 
decided to go to the forest to get Ram’s sight. All got 
ready to go. Who would remain in the house to be 
exempted from the sight of Ram? 


whe wate w wt teat | at wg wy meh at 
wis HE TSH RRA ale ag | aT a wes aT Sites OTE 


WS At Haft Get TE Wes Ag fag ong 

WS Ba Vt wt ue at a wee WEI 

‘Whomsoever they left behind saying ‘you should 
Stay behind to guard the house; felt as if he was 
smitten on the neck. Someone said, ‘Nobody should 
be asked to remain behind; who in this world would 
not have the reward of his life?’ 

‘Perish that property, house, happiness, friend, 
father, mother or brother, who does not gladly help 
one turn one’s face towards Shri Ram’s feet.’ 

Bharatji deputed the responsible and dutiful guards 
considering his duty to protect Lord Ram’s property and 
the inhabitants of Ayodhya, men and women set out. 
At that time, nine thousand elephants, sixty thousand 
archers, one lakh horse riders were there with Bharat. 
In addition to it the chariots, the palanquins of the 
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mothers and female Brahmans and virtuous Brahmang 
and the workers and the bullock carts loaded with 
materials countless in number were also along with. 

While going to the forest on the way Bharat 
thought to himself—‘Shri Ram, Sita and Lakshman 
roam about on naked foot from forest to forest and 
| am going to meet them by the means of transportation, 
curse to me!’ Considering so, Bharat and Shatrughna 
began to move on foot. To see the both brothers going 
on foot, the others were charmed and having dismounted 
from their vehicles they also began to follow them on 
foot— 
ee wg cit at isat wat wwe wa oan 

‘Seeing their affection the people were overcome 
with emotion and dismounting, walked on foot leaving 
their horses, elephants and chariots.’ 

Seeing this the mother Kausalya making her 
palanquin reach near Bharat said in soft ascents— 
Wat ag TA ate me | dete fra uftare cart 
Tet werd alee wa ci | wea AR Haas aT aT 

‘| adjure you by my life to mount the chariot, dear 
child; or else all our near and dear ones will be put 
to trouble. If you walk on foot the whole party will follow 
suit and you know they are all wasted with sorrow and 
hardly fit to undertake the journey on foot.’ 

Reverently obeying her command Bharatji mounted 
his chariot. Going on the way the party reached 
Shringverpur. Here, the king of Nishads also felt 
suspicious of Bharat; but after test and seeing Bharat’s 
behaviour he engaged himself in Bharat’s service as 
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spell bound. Bharat’s heart moved to see the place 
beneath the ‘Inguidi tree’ where Shri Ram had passed 
his night sleeping on the litter of Kusa grass shown 
by the Nishad king and his condition became strange. 
In different ways he began to lament—‘Ha! Is this the 
bed of scattered leaves of the same Shri Ram ‘who 
was used to dwell in the royal palace touching the sky 
in height? Has the Lord Ram already passed His night 
beneath this Ingudi tree, the same Lord whose palace 
is renowned for the flowers, paintings and sandals, the 
top of whose palace is the merry making place of the 
dancing birds and peacocks, whose golden walls are 
adorned with paintings? Oh! It is | the root of this 
misery? 

a esi pis ard: pa mI 

eet wa: «= rami ROC al 

ara wa: a 


aaia g: fraga: | 

gamt + qa wit ya ma:n 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/88/1 7—19) 
‘Alas, | am ruined. Cruel am |, in that on my account 
StiRama (a scion of Raghu) with his wife has to lie down 
on such a hard bed like a forlorn creature ! Relinquishing 
his beloved rulership, which is unsurpassed, how did Sri 
Rama (a scion of Raghu), born in a line of universal 
monarchs, who brings happiness to the whole world and 
does good to all, who is blue as a lotus, has reddish 
eyes and is pleasing of appearance and who is deserving 
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of happiness and unworthy of suffering, lie down on the 
ground?’ 

Then, Bharat saluted that litter of Kusa ang 
circumamulated it— 


Be att frat yes | abe way wear ore) 
wt ta w aiae TE | ag A hed Vile arfirars h 
aie fig gy uite W ive de de a ae) 

‘Beholding a lovely litter of Kus grass he paced 
round it clockwise and made obeisance. He also placed 
the dust of Shri Ram’s foot-prints on his eyes with an 
excess of love which could not be described in words. 
He saw there a few gold spangles which 
he placed on his head and treated them on par with 
Sita.’ 

Again Bharatji began to walk on foot here. When 
the attendants entreated him to ride on the horse, he 
started saying— 
wy wade ue fae BA He TI Tt AST GATT I 
fat at ws saat ste tnt wa a aa eq went 

‘Shri Ram has gone on foot; while chariots, 
elephants and horses are intended for me! What 
behoves me is that | should walk on my head; for the 
duty of a servant is harder than any other duty.’ 
wee Acted wes ha tan are sia aa Bau 

‘The blisters on the soles of his feet shine like 
the dew-drops on the petals of lotus— 

Then, Maharaj Bharatji reached ‘Bhardvaj Ashram.’ 


After formal reception, Bharadvaiji as if stinging his 
heart deeply asked him— 
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aea meea i miio 
aah AP we A a 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/90/13) 
‘Isn't so that you are going to the forest with the 
desire to enjoy the royal enjoyments free from any 
hurdle, having killed the sinless Shri Ram Chandraji 
and Lakshman?’ These words of Bharadvajji broke the 
heart of Bharat in to many pieces. He uttered in a faint- 
hearted voice— 
wish aR ë m mant | ae 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/90/15) 
ʻO Lord! | am ruined if Your Holiness too who is 
omniscient, reckons me as such. | cannot even think of 
any harm having proceeded from me to Sri Rama.’ 
seer ai oat uate 
mah aft = fe writ fies 
wae Aa w aT 
sara eget À: Qa: | 
waa at ta A ame wa ar 
m we fe en wa fasfa wah 
Angik yas wrest Mya: N 
(Adhyatma Ramayan, 2/8/46—49) 
‘O the foremost Muni! | am at all unaware of what 
Kaikeyi did to create obstacle in the coronation of Shri 
Ramchandraji or for the banishment of Ram. In this 
connection your couple feet are the evidence.’ Having 
uttered so holding both the feet of the Muni Bharat 
began to say, ‘O god! Whether | am innocent or guilty, 
you are able to know it well. O my lord! When Shri 
Ramchandraji is sovereign, | am simply a servant of 
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Shri Ramchandraji. How | can have any claim or 
interest in the rulership?’ 

Being pleased, Bharadvajji said—‘I knew your all 
the ins and outs, | did ask you so merely to strengthen 
your feelings and to enhance your glory and reputation, 
Really who is another one so fortunate like you whose 
life, property and vital breath is the lotus feet of Shri 
Ram— 

a Ter a aq wri afte at qefe war 
We Wt Wet WT mA | Wa oy Te aa ws AT 
TEA Wa Aa att vit 1 Ff aa qefe aed cet n 

‘And that is your wealth and life, nay, your vital 
breath. Who is then, so highly blessed as you? This is 
however not to be wondered at in your case, who are 

a son of king Dasharatha and a beloved of brother of 
Shri Ram. | tell you, Bharata, there is no one held so 
dear in his heart by the chief of Raghu’s line as you. 
Lakshmana, Rama and Sita most fondly praised you the 
whole night.’ 

| know that you are exceedingly dear to Ram, 
Lakshman and Sita. When they had stayed here they 
were praising you highly. You, Bharat, are the verily 
incarnation of Shri Ram’s love in human form. 

Ge at wat Ae Ha URI at te A TA WEI 

‘As to yourself, Bharat, my option is that you are 
the very personification of love for Shri Ram.’ 

Listen O Bharat! | tell you, | am an ascetic 
indifferent and dwelling in the forest, | don’t tell a lie, 
in my opinion, | had been blessed with the sight of 
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Shri Ram, Sita and Lakshman as the fruit of my all 
spiritual practices and now, as the fruit of Shri Ram’s 
sight | have this auspicious moment of your sight, It 
is a great blessing to me and to all those living in 
Prayag— 

Wet OT PS SAY SY aS vane ate We erst AP wast 

‘Bharat! You deserve all praise since by your glory, 
you have conquered the whole world.’ As he concluded 
his speech, the sage was overwhelmed with love.’ 

Then, Bhardwaijji entertained the distinguished 
guest Bharat with the supernatural powers (Siddhis), 
all the amenities of comforts were produced. All of 
them indulged in their tastes according to their will but 
Bharat is not at all in ease in the separation of Ram, 
he cannot be swayed by any allurement. 

waft Urs we UH A sae Geran 

ae fafa amm feet we at fern 

Affluence, like a female Cakravaka bird and 
Bharat as her mate, were caged together that night 
in the the hermitage by the sage’s order, which may 
be compared here with a hunter. And they remained 
there till it was dawn. The Chakravaka bird—the both 
male and female cannot meet together in the night. 
Likewise, all the amenities of enjoyments and Bharat 
despite (being together in the cage of the hermitage 
the whole night could not meet each other, what a 
wonderful example of brother’s love full of sacrifice!) 

XXX XXX XXX 

Maharaj Bharat is proceeding towards Chitrakut 

making the Nishad king ahead to guide the pathway 
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as if the love itself in the manefisted form is moving 
Here, Gosaiji has given a very charming description 
of this scene. Bharatji has neither shoes in his feet 
nor umbrella over his head. He is moving ahead on 
his way with love, self-discipline, austerity and piety, 
The ocean of love swells up on the way, Bharatji 
moves on and the atmosphere, there becomes so holy 
that all the animate and inanimate beings attain the 
supreme abode by having the sight of Bharat which 
rids them of the malady of transmigration. 

The man who utters the name of Ramji only once, 
attains salvation and redeems others also, the same 
Lord Shri Ram, who himself thinks always of Bharat 
of such Bharat’s sight rids people of the bondage of 
transmigration, it is not a matter of marvel. 

The sight of Bharatji is spreading over all around 
the love of brotherhood, when Maharaj Bharat takes 
breath pronouncing Shri Ram, the feeling of love swells 
up all around and even hard-hearted people are melted 
to hear his loving words then if common men are 
moved then it is nothing strange. 
wate wa aie AR sara | sara By wag aE UTI 
safe oe a pRa war | oer ay a ws SETI 

‘Whenever he heaved a long sigh with the word 
‘Ram’, on his lips, it seemed as if love overflowed on 
all sides. Even adamant and stones melted at his 
words, the love of citizens was beyond description.’ 

The men and women who lived by the roadside, 
make their eyes fruitful to see Bharatji walking on foot 
and discuss differently with their own views. Praising 


| 
| 
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Bharat’s amiability, affection, and good luck, the women 
of the forest say— 

aed Uae ward wet frat dhe aft way! 

Wet Treat Tate wat Uta AY BIT 
meat UT UNA BEN] | Hed BAA Ta SA ATI 

‘Journeying on foot, living on fruits and relinquishing 
the sovereignty, bestowed by his father, Bharat is 
proceeding to persuade Shri Ram to return. Who can 
equal Bharat today? Bharat’s brotherly affection, devotion 
and conduct dispel the woes and evil of those who 
talk or hear of them. 

The impact of Bharat was but natural. It ought to 
be so. 

Auspicious omens occured to everyone as 
well to Bharata. Thus, love upsurged and being 
overwhelmed with love their legs tottered. At the very 
moment Ram’s friend (Guha) presently pointed to 
Bharat the crest-jewel of mountains Chitrakut. Oh! On 
this auspicious mountain my Lord of Raghu’s dwells, 
thinking so Bharatji began to bow and began to 


applaud in rejoice shouting in the praise of Sita’s 
husband, the chief of Raghus. 


weet Oy AR aaa a Te cafe Bes TAT 
afai snr fat cena ste aa afer aA II 
‘Bharat’s love at that time was more than Shesha 
(the thousand-headed serpent king) could describe. It 
is as unapproachable to the poet as the bliss of 
absorption into Brahma is to those who are tainted by 
egotism and the sense of mineness.’ 
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Bharatji along with all his host took bath in the 
Mandakini and leaving all there, he moved ahead only 
taking Shatrughna and guha with him. Here, Goswamiji 
has depicted the mental condition of Bharat in an 
excellent manner— 

Ba mg Hida upa | Hid Hata alle vA Are i 
wy oe faa gh aa as: sf A aa iE afta 
AIG wa HE Une Ae À aay wees a aire 
aa aa ot snes waft set site 
wt Rak afea wy writ wt a fag arti 
at wea wae at od i we genre aq wa wa 

‘As he thought of what his mother had done, he 
felt diffident and formed ill-conjectives of every kind in 
his mind. ‘God forbid that Shri Ram, Lakshman and 
Sita leave this place on hearing my name and shift 
to some other place! 

Taking me to be an accomplice of mother, nothing 
that he might do would be too much. But looking to 
his own self, | am sure, he will forgive my faults and 
will be benevolent to me. Whether He shuns me as 
one possessing a vile heart or welcome me as his own 
servant, my only refuge are Shri Ram’s shoes, he is 
really a noble master while the whole blame lies with 
his servant (myself)’. 

Blessed is Bharat! He knows that he is faultless 
even then he fears to think when the envoys of 
Ayodhya, the citizens as a whole, mother Kausalya 
Nishad and Bharadvajji knowing all the three present, 
past and future created doubt in their mind first, here 
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also, what is the surety that Lakshman-Sita would not 
be suspicious of me or the Lord Ram, Himself, might 
give up considering me evil minded? Who can believe 
that my consent was not in consonance of my mother’s 
action? Whatsoever may be, Ram might abandon me, 
but | will remain only in the refuge of his shoes. On 
account of my mother really | cannot escape from the 
blame, but Shri Ram is a noble master, he will certainly 
be kind to me. 
wA AE A Ha GN | aera ofa ae afte art 
We a WA qu i da wa Wd Saget WS Il 
wat er ate staat set | wet vere wet afer That Set I 
aia wat at ara wei ot frre afe ana faegi 


‘The sinful act of his mother Kaikeyi dragged him 
back as it were, while the strength of his devotion 
pressed him forward, foremost among the resolute as 
he was. Whenever he thought of Shri Ram’s good 
nature; his feet moved quickly along the way. Bharat’s 
gait at that time resembled the movements of a black 
bee carried along a stream. Seeing Bharat’s anxiety 
and affection at that moment the Nishad chief forgot 
all about himself.’ 

Overwhelmed with love, Bharat and Shatrughna 
are going on— 


(Adhyatma Ramayan, 2/9/2-3) 


56 An Ideal Brother-Love 
rr 

‘Wherever both the brothers (Bharat and 
Shatrughna) find to see the auspicious foot-prints of 
Shri Ram marked with the symbol of thunderbolt, goad, 
flag and lotus, they start rolling their body in the dust 
of Ram’s feet and say that ‘O! How blessed we are 
that we are getting the opportunity to view the ground 
marked by the foot-prints of Shri Ram. The dust of 
whose feet searched by even the Lord Brahma and 
other gods and the Vedas always.’ 

Perceiving Bharat’s condition; beasts and birds 
and even inanimate creatures (such as trees) were 
overwhelmed with emotion. Overpowered by love the 
beasts and birds like the fixed stony rocks began to 
look towards Bharat without a wink and the trees began 
to shake being melted emotionally— 

Ba A We WMS Weal | ACMA ASN Hd a Il 

‘If Bharat had not been born on this globe (or if 
the earth had not witnessed his love) it would not have 
been possible to turn inanimate into animate and 
animate into inanimate beings.’ 

Seeing this condition of Bharat and Shatrughna 
overpowered by love, Bharat’s friend (Guha) lost his 
way. Along with the two lunatics how was it possible 
for the third one to remain untouched and escape? 
All the three got intoxicated in the wine of love, but 
the Gods raining flowers making Guha alert showed 
him the pathway. Praise to this love! 

XXX XXX xxx 

On the otherside Lakshmanji got suspicious. 

He thought Bharat’s arrival with malevolence, so 


Shri Bharat’s Brotherhood-Love 57 
rr 
forgetting the morality and ethics he began to say— 
‘Today | will teach him a good lesson in the encounter— 
we fret at owe Ud! dag a aa as EN 

‘Reaping the fruit of their contempt for Shri Ram 
let the two brothers sleep on the couch of the 
battlefield.’ 

Praising Lakshman for his good motive Shri Ram, 
told him, about the virtues of Bharat and his greatness; 
Lakshman’s furry cooled. 

Bharat’s life is heart-touching. Despite being heart- 
touching, holy, saintly and faultless, he has to become 
the victim of suspicion of all. There is no such example 
in the history of the world that a man free of craving 
for kingdom, righteous, renunciant and a great soul like 
Bharat had to become a victim of such ill-suspicion. 
Even then, Bharat is tolerant and being frustrated, does 
not commit suicide and by proclaiming his innocence 
with peace, love and patience, he becomes adorable 
of the world. 

After a while, Bharat reached there. Seeing from 
afar Shri Ram sitting on the grass mat, emaciated due 
to vows and fast, Bharat burst into tears and he began 
to say wailing bitterly he began to say— 


a: wate upam \ 
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wa adine ote WTA: 
miaren = tA 
we ngot merg gA | 
ma mengi pda AAN 
afaftrafie Ta wA m: yaffa: | 
fsifad yia w Ana 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/99/31—36) 
‘Here is that very elder brother of mine sitting in 
the company of wild deer, who deserves to be attended 
upon by ministers in a royal assembly. The same 
exalted soul who was used to wearing clothes worth 
many thousands in the city of Ayodhyā, puts on in this 
forest today pieces of deerskin, one about his loins 
and the other as an upper garment, discharging his 
sacred obligation towards his father. How does the 
selfsame Sri Rama, a scion of Raghu, whoever 
adorned his head with beautiful flowers of every 
description, endure now this burden of matted locks 
on his head? He who deserved to acquire merit 
through sacrificial performances undertaken as enjoined 
by the scriptures, is striving after merit earned through 
mortification of the flesh! How is this person of my 
celebrated elder brother, which used to be adorned 
with sandal-paste of great value is now covered with 
dirt? Sri Rama, who deserves all kinds of comforts, 
has met with this misfortune on my account. Woe to 
my life, condemned by the world, cruel as | am. 
Lamenting so, and flowing the constant flow of tears, 
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Bharatji reached near Shri Ram, but due to extreme 
distress he could not approach his feet even. Just near 
by he fell down on the ground flat calling ‘Oh Arya’ 
like a helpless orphan. His throat choked in agony. He 
could express nothing. 

Shri Ram could hardly recognise the lean and thin 
and faded Bharat and with great love and honour he 
lifted him up smelt his head having seated him in his 
lap, he said—Brother! Why is your appearance so? 
Forsaking the sovereignty how did you come to this 
forest?’ Then, Bharatji conveyed the news of his 
father’s death and said—‘My mother Kaikeyi, having 
been widow is lying in the dark hell of reproach.’ 

Just hearing about his father’s death, Shri Ram’s 
eyes were filled with tears. Having saluted the mothers 
and the Guru Vasishtha and other Brahmans and after 
meeting all, Shri Ram took bath in the Mandakini, 
offered libation of water and performed the offering of 
ball of flour for his dead father. That day, everyone 
kept fast. The next day, all assembled and then, 
Bharatji prayed to Shri Ramji for his coronation and 
said— 

uya aà: mi ya ma m 
mq free me vere mA 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/101/12) 
‘Solicited by me with bent head in conjunction with 


these ministers, be pleased to show grace to this 


servant, who is at the same time your younger brother 


and pupil.’ 


60 An Ideal Brother-Love 
=, 
we ues fret a Weed À fam amı 
gramom erat AAAI N 
vet | ouatdgfadl: | Gaye. Te 
we yi wana uff adt ami 
ygi maea m Fate 
m gpi aa or ref ÈE T: 

(Adhyatma Ramayan, 2/9/23—25) 
‘Because, you are the eldest, hold the position of 
my father, so sustain the subject by doing the royal 
duty. To sustain the subjects is the moral duty of the 
Kshatriyas. After performing the Yagya of different 
kinds and begetting the son for continuing the line of 
family and after coronating the son on the throne, you 
may depart for the forest. It is not proper time for living 
in the forest. Be graceful to me. Protect me by 
forgetting the evil done by my mother.’ 
Saying so Bharatji lay prostrate at the feet of Shri 
Ram. Affectionately, Shri Ram lifting him seated him 
in his lap and filling his eyes with tears said mildly— 


‘Brother! Our father has granted you that sovereignty 
and banishment to me— 
aa: figa: ariana ACTA: | 
higher À O ada 
a vera gaat tat fret art! 
(Adhyatma Ramayan, 2/9/31-32) 
‘So, both of us should follow the words of our 
father Scrupulously. Those who disobey their father’s 
Words and act arbitrarily, are lifeless despite living and 
after death they go to hell.’ So, reign Ayodhya. Bharat 
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said—'Father was under the Sway of woman, being 
overpowered by lust, his mind was not stable, he was 
as if intoxicated in passion, the words of father of 
intoxicated mind should not be taken as truth.’ Then, 
the chief of Raghu’s Shri Ram said—‘Dear brother! You 
should not talk to me so, the father was neither under 
the influence of woman nor passionate and nor foolish. 
He was a great man of truth and he did so to prove 
his past promised words true. How can we, the Raghus 
declare his words as false?’ Bharatji said—'If it is so, 
Il, myself, too, like Lakshman, will serve you 
accompanying you here in the forest. If you don’t 
accept my prayer, going on fast, | will give up my life.’ 
Shri Ram persuaded him by rebuking him, but when 
Bharat was not convinced by any means, Shri Ram 
pointed towards Vasishtha. 

Vaart wd we aft what at 
ae Te yi m area 
wat ARTA: mae ated: aM 
Tarra amata MÀ RNT: N 
arrarnf MA w R 
wmi am mÀ A TaT 
Tewi EGILE nafa A Ky:n 


‘Vasishtha the foremost among the wise, took 
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Bharata in a secluded corner and said—“Listen my 
child, my secret and decided words. Rama is Narayana 
himself. He was requested by Brahma in some previous 
Kalpas. To fulfil that he has appeared as the son of 
Dasharath for killing Ravan. His Yogamaya became 
Sita, the daughter of Janak. Shesha also incarnated 
as Lakshman who always follows him. With the 
intention of killing Ravan they will go, there is no doubt. 
The boons of Kaikeyi and whatever harsh words she 
spoke, was all designed by the gods. Otherwise how 
could she have uttered such things? Therefore my dear 
Bharat, give up insisting for Ram’s return.” 

Keeping in mind Shri Ram’s outstanding affection 
for himself, One’s own moral of service, and the secret 
meaningful words of the Guru, Bharatji agreed to return 
Ayodhya and saluting the wooden sandals of Shri 
Ram’s feet he said— 


aq «fe wyt aise mN 
a Rea ate wat q Ag gare 
waft a ula i ute emi 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/112/23—26) 
‘Reverentially bowing down to the wooden sandals, 
he spoke as follows to Sri Rama: “Indeed, having 
relegated the burden of rulership to the wooden 
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sandals, O gallant brother, | should like to live on fruits 
and roots alone for fourteen years, O delight of the 
Raghus, wearing matted locks on my head and the 
bark of trees on my person and actually dwelling 
outside the city, longing for your return to the capital, 
O scorcher of enemies | If, however, when the 
fourteenth year of your exile has fully ended, O jewel 
among the Raghus, | do not see you returned to 
Ayodhya, the following day, | for my part shall enter 
the fire once for all.’ 

Hearing this firm vow of Bharat, with extreme 
affection Shri Ram clasped Bharat to His bosom and 
gave word to return to Ayodhya at the exact time after 
the banishment period is over. The conversant in 
righteousness, Bharatji having taken the round and 
having saluted Shri Ramji, first put His wooden sandals 
inlaid with jewels and gold on his head and then, he 
got it placed on the elephant. Returning from the forest 
to Ayodhya and reaching Nandigram out of the city, 
he said— 

wart m wT a EN, 

amare A mgh Bafa 

wt o maa umi 

amai à fiat ni: mga ihe 
wrt g wf À Aaa: e 
aid matena ma ofan 
fat ddia g wat T: ee 
wà at g ma eA meg 
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aw aaam mà Bara 
far pà wi NA afian 
wam ë a dad aaa amen 
Te AmA a aA AEA 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/115/14, 16—20) 
‘This kingdom has been given to me by my elder 
brother, Sri Rama, as a foremost sacred trust, as well 
as these wooden sandals decked with gold, which will 
supply all our needs and bring security to us. Hold 
the royal umbrella over these sandals; they are 
considered by me to be as good as the feet of my 
elder brother. By these wooden sandals of my elder 
brother will righteousness be established in the kingdom. 
From affection alone has this sacred trust been 
committed to my charge by my elder brother. | shall 
keep this aforesaid trust till the return of Sri Rama, 
a scion of Raghu. Having undoubtedly restored these 
wooden sandals to Sri Rama’s feet immediately on his 
return to the capital myself, | for my part shall behold 
those feet placed on the wooden sandals. Having 
restored the kingdom to my elder brother, when re- 
united with Sri Rama, a scion of Raghu, and thereby 
laid down the burden of responsibility, | shall then 
assume the role of a servant of my elder brother. Nay, 
having given back to Sri Rama, a scion of Raghu, this 
kingdom, held as a trust till then, as well as the city 
of Ayodhya and the pair of excellent wooden sandals, 
| shall have shaken of the stigma of having been 
instrumental in bringing about the exile of my elder 
brother.’ 
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Then, the wooden sandals were consecrated. 
Bharatji, himself held the royal umbrella-whisk. Bharatji 
used to do all the royal affairs after seeking the 
permission from the wooden sandals. Whatever the 
work was done or any present received, first of all he 
offered it to the sandals and then it was managed 
accordingly and that was stated before the sandals. 
Thus, being subordinate to the sandals, Bharatji began 
to live at Nandigram practising the observances and 
austerities. In connection with his living way and his 
activities Shri Gosaiji writes— 

were fat yie ant 1 nè att ga viet dart 
Sat AAT AT aa AAT | aaa aio fe ea aT I 
WT sat it qe yh wa at ae ae fe at 
wat US AT Ue faery | care aq aft eg og 1 
af Ot waa ora faq wm 1 atte fate oe a 
w Amg wa agri aos asain 

Xxx XXX XXX 
ee fer fer gat ay i veg ay aq qa sfa ae 
fra wa wa de aq ÂN aed oer ae ay a iT 
fata we faea ma verre | factad ace ot face i 
wa aa dam fram sore | wad wea fea fore arpa ti 
ya aag aa wert at 1 cart acta eater ferent ui 
w w faq aa seater | ated wars ate fra cra 
wat wet aga aad | arfer farfar apr Ferret fare n 
Te wae Gaia MEE | AA A fet My Tet 

fra gaat wy ia wir 7 eet eerie 

mr aft BA Hid Wt alt ag atte n 
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Yee ma feat fea vaste 1 vite aq wo AA AE N 
wer wa faa ar aa | eq ver ata aa aT Ha I 

‘Wearing a tuft of a matted locks on his head and 
clad in hermit’s robes, he dug the earth low and spread 
there on a litter of kus grass. In food, dress, utensils 
sacred observances and austerities he devoutly practised 
the rigid vow of hermits. He professedly discarded, in 
thought, word and deed all adornments of body, 
wearing apparel and the many pleasures of the senses. 
The sovereignty of Ayodhya was the envy even of 
Indra (the lord of Celestials), While the very report of 
the riches; possessed by Dasarath put to shame even 
kuber (the god of riches) was put to shame; Yet in 
that city Bharat dwelt as indifferent as a bee in a 
garden of champak flowers. The blessed souls who 
are devoted to Shri Ram renounce like vomit the 
splendour of Lakshmi (the wealth and enjoyments of 
the world). His body grew emaciated day by day. His 
fat was reduced; yet his strength of body and charm 
of the face remained the same. His vow of devotion 
to Shri Ram was ever afresh and strong. His adherence 
to virtue steadily grew stronger and his mind was not 
at all sad, even as with the advent of autumn, the water 
(of lakes and rivers etc.) decreases but the ratan plants 
thrive and the lotus blossom. Control of the mind and 
senses, self-restraint, religious observances and fasting 
shone like so many stars in the cloudless sky of 
Bharat's heart. His faith stood as the pole-star, the 
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prospect of Shri Ram’s return on the expiry of His term 
of exile represented the full moon night, while the 
thought of his lord glistened like the milky way. And 
his affection for Shri Ram was like a fixed and spotless 
moon that ever shone clear amidst a galaxy of stars. 
All great poets hesitate to portray the mode of living, 
the gresp, the doings, the devotion, the dispassion, the 
Stainless virtues and the glory of Bharata: they baffle 
the wits of even Shesha (the thousand-headed lord of 
Serpents) Ganesha (the god of wisdom) and Saraswati 
(the goddess of speech). 

He daily worshipped the Lord’s sandals with the 
heart overflowing with love and affection and constantly 
sought guidance from them in the disposal of the many 
affairs of the state. 

His body thrilling all over (with emotion) and heart 
full of Sita and Shri Ram, his tongue repeated Shri 
Ram’s name and tears flowed from his eyes. Lakshman, 
Shri Ram and Sita dwelt in the forest; while Bharat 
mortified his flesh through austere penance even 
though living at home. 

Be fulfilled by following the activities of Bharata 
and meditating on Bharatji lovely embodiment of 
dispassion and sacrifice. 

This episode teaches us how a younger brother 
Should behave with his elder brother setting the 
example of modesty and sacrifice. 

XXX XXX XXX 
After killing Ravana, Shri Ram, Sita, Lakshman 
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along with kins, friends and attendants are journeying 
back Ayodhya by the Puspak Viman. On the other side 
Bharatji is counting the days in the term of Shri Ram’s 
exile. It is going to expire a day hence, Bharatji’s 
anxiety is going beyond limit, he thinks— 

SRT HT AA ate sas | Aga femal aie anas 
wee wt ce agmi w unig sari 
a pea wife wy cher) aa area da ae citer 
wt art wat wy ant i ate rem ae aa arti 
WT TNT WY AM A as | a ay aft Gert AUTH 
ae ft sata ge ae fife wa a qu den 
ad aa wee wt uri sem mar wT aie war 


‘How is it that the Lord did not turn up? Has He cast 
me out of His mind, knowing me to be crooked? Ah! How 
blessed and fortunate is Lakshman, who is truly devoted 
to Shri Ram’s lotus-feet. The Lord knew me to be 
deceitful and perverse, that is why He refused to take 
me along with Him. (Really it is proper for Kaikeyi’s son) 
If the Lord were to consider my doings, there would be 
no redemption for me even after countless cycles. But 
the Lord never takes into account the faults of His 
devotees, being a friend of the humble and most tender- 
hearted. | have a firm conviction in my heart that Shri 
Ram will surely meet me: for the omens are so propitious. 
But, if | outlive the expiry of the time limit, no one would 
be so despicable in this world as |’ 

Realising such distressed condition of Bharat on 
the otherside—'@ am at werd aida saree’ (Gita 4/11) 
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Lord Shri Ram also recollecting His promise, became 
restless and sent Hanuman to convey the message. 
Bharat’s mind is sinking in the great ocean of Shri Ram’s 
separation. In the meanwhile in the form of a Brahman, 
Hanumanji came there as a ship of emancipation. 
Hanumanji dedicated to the Lord Ram, was charmed to 
see the condition of Bharat, devoted to Ram, he was 
thrilled, tears flowed from his eyes. What was the 
condition of Bharat? 


as a Hae wet age Ha MAI 
TH Ua wot Wad Sad AIT Bet A N 

‘He found Bharat seated on a mat of Kusha grass 
emaciated in body, with a coil of matted hair for a 
crown and the, ‘Ram, Ram, Raghupati’ on his lips, his 
lotus eyes streaming with tears.’ 

At this sight of Bharat Hanuman was overjoyed; 
to see this persona steeped in meditation repeating 
the name of Shri Ram; He addressed Bharat in words 
that were as nectar to his ears— 
arg fart drag feq udt i weg ian WA a id 
Tet fateh US Fae | sas Hae ca AP aT 
fg sift are Ae Wad | dite afed ses Wy staat N 

‘He, in whose absence you pine day and night, 
whose innumerable virtues you are incessantly recounting 
the glory of Raghu’s line, the delight of the virtuous 
and the deliverer of gods and sages, has safely arrived. 
Having conquered his foe in battle with the gods to 
hymn His praises, the Lord is now on His way with 
Sita and Lakshman.’ 
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The moment Bharat heard these words he forgot 
all his woes, like a thirsty man who has secured nectar. 
The lifeless got the life. Being overpowered with joy 
Bharatji asked— 

A Ge aa wa a amie aa fra ae ATI 

‘Who are you my beloved friend and whence have 


you come? You have told me a most pleasing news.’ 
Hanumanji said— 


Wed aa À afte ee ee eae ee 
dag wut ae far « x 1 

‘Listen, O fountain of mercy! | am the son of the 
wind-god, a monkey; Hanuman is my name. | am a 
humble servant of Shri Ram (the Lord of the Raghus) 
the befriender of the meek.’ 

Hearing this, Bharat rose and reverently embraced 
him. 

ya wt Xs æ MRN 

‘The affection with which he embraced him was 
too great for his heart to contain; his eyes streamed 
with tears and every hair on his body stood erect. 
Bharatji says— 
Aa mauga AA 1 feet aa Aè a àN 
at am g pan | A me S He GT MTN 
we dea afta m mA i aft fra cas we TET II 
ate aa sha À atti ae gy alta gag A N 

‘At your very sight, O Hanuman, all my woes have 
disappeared. In you, | have embraced today my 
beloved Ram Himself.’ Again and again he enquired 
after Shri Ram’s welfare and said, “Listen, brother 
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what shall | give you (in return for this happy news)? 
| have pondered and found that there is nothing in this 
world to match the news you have brought to me. | 
am thus unable to repay my debt to you. Now, pray, 
recount to me the doings of my Lord.’ 

Then Hanumanji bowed his head at Bharat’s feet 
and narrated all the meritorious deeds of Shri Ram (the 
Lord of the Raghus) in short. Then, Bharat again asked— 
we cafe wae Hore tens | Alle ae ara wt ATs NI 

Pa are wat wa wag aa aft He! 
gA ort ares farita ofa aftr gether or aes N 
TS Frat WE Bg WA Hed BET ST ATT SAT 
ale 4 as fata um gia went faq arn 

‘Tell me, Hanuman, does my benevolent Lord ever 
remember me as one of His servants? ‘Did the Jewel 
of Raghu’s line ever remember me as His servant?’ 
Hanuman was thrilled with joy to hear this over modest 
query of Bharat and fell at the latter's feet, saying to 
himself, ‘How can he be otherwise than humble, the 
holiest of the holy and an ocean of noble virtues whose 
praises Shri Ram (The hero of Raghu’s line), the lord 
of the animals and inanimate creation, recites with His 
own lips?’ 

Being choked in voice Hanumanji said— 

wa we fra aa Te Aa Tat 2R aa | 
qi yfi firera wea gA Ra a ea Va 

‘To Shri Ram you are dear as life, my lord; take 
my words to be true, dear brother.’ Hearing this, Bharat 
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embraced Hanuman again and again with a joy which 
could not be contained in his heart.’ 

Bharat and Hanuman embrace each other again 
and again. The joy is beyond limit. Hanumanji forthwith 
returned to Shri Ram. The news was conveyed in the 
whole palace and in the whole city. There was the 
extreme joy all around. The entire city was decorated. 

The aeroplane of the Lord reached Ayodhya. 
Along with Bharat and Shatrughna came all the other 
people and ministers to receive. The aircraft landed, 
going into the plane Bharat lay down flat at the feet 
of Shri Ram and began to wash his feet with his joyous 
tears. The Lord of Raghus lifted him up and clasped 
him to His bosom. Then Bharat met brother Lakshman 
and bowed down to the Mother Sita. Having seated 
Bharat in His lap, Shri Ram ordered the aircraft to go 
towards Bharat’s hermitage. Then coming to the city 
He met everyone. Shri Ram disentangled Bharat’s 
matted hair with His own hands. Then, He bathed all 
the three brothers and He, Himself disentangled His 
matted hair and bathed. 

Then, the Lord occupied the royal throne. All the 
three brothers were in the Lord’s service. From time 
to time by asking many different types of question 
Bharat began to receive many teachings lastly, along 
with Shri Ram he attained the Supreme abode. 

Bharat’s character is matchless and a great ideal. 


His love for the Lord Ram is unparalleled, that is why 
it has been said that— 
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wet SR aT WT eA IY A ae ay wo ÂN 

‘Has anyone loved Shri Rama, even as Bharata, 
whose name is ever on the lips of Rama, while Shri 
Rama’s name is repeated by the whole world.’ 

It is the brotherly love of Bharatji only in the history 
of the whole universe that stands alone. His sacrifice 
of sovereignty, self-restrain, vow, morality, discipline 
etc., all are praiseworthy and imitable. A great lesson 
should be taken from his character the moral of self- 
Sacrifice, humility, compassion gravity, simplicity, 
forgiveness, dispassion and mainly brotherly love. 


IKK 
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‘Ah! How blessed and fortunate is Lakshman who 
is truly devoted to Shri Ram’s lotus feet.’ 

The glory of Lakshmanji who is like Chatak for 
Ram-cloud, is beyond limit. Lakshmanji had incarnated 
merely to serve Shri Ram, dwelling at His feet. That 
is why today with the dark idol of Shri Ram, Lakshman’s 
fair idol is also installed and Lakshman’s name is 
recalled with Shri Ram’s name. Nobody says ‘Ram- 
Bharat’ or Ram Shatrughna but everyone recalls ‘Ram- 
Lakshman’. Shri Lakshmanji was firm, vigorous, radiant, 
pledged to celibacy, self-restraint, restraint of sense 
organs, stout, simple and handsome endowed with 
detachment, fearless, soft-hearted, recluse, intelligent, 
wise, powerful, self-exerting, moral and having the 
knowledge of ethics, truthful and devoted to Ram. His 
sole moral was to follow Shri Ram blindly as an 
obedient servant adoring His feet. He became oblivious 
of himself in Shri Ram’s service. As is Bharat’s humility 
and whole-heartedly sweet outstanding love, so is the 
valorous service-dedicated supreme ideal love of Shri 
Lakshmanji. 

Shri Lakshmanji goes away with his elder brother 
Shri Ramji to guard the ‘Yagyas’ of Shri Vishwamitra 
merely at the age of fifteen after passing his days of 
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eating and sporting in his childhood along witth Rama. 
There he remains always alert in his brother’s service 
in all respects. The sight of his service at Janakpur 
is worth seeing when in the night Shri Ram-Lakshman 
with Vishwamitraji are staying as the guest of Maharaja 
Janakji at their halting place. Goswamiji describes his 
behaviour thus— 


aye aon aa sift upa Bled Ss Ug 

q uq waa as far ad stag Well 
fafa wae aft snag Aa wad denda PET 
wed MT giaa pi af ta aoe fer 
Wot cert aife aa we i at ae a ds Ul 
fe h aa aes art | aa falar aoa fart 
a as dg wa wy sid | We ue wae Ucied Mil 
ax oan aft ora diet | wet ws we aa tT 
ad UT MSY ST Oe | aa a TE 
qA OF wy we Mag ae | dle aft St ue Bera HI 

so ore Fafa ferta gA eaa at ar | 

p a uses mA À Wy AS 

‘Meekly and most submissively, with a mingled 
feeling of awe and love, the two brothers bowed their 
head at the lotus feet of the preceptor (Vishwamitra) 
and sat down with permission. 

At the approach of night the sage (Vishwamitra) 
gave the word and all performed their evening devotions; 
and while the sage recited old legends and narratives, 


two watches of the beautiful night passed. The chief 
of the sages, Vishwamitra, then retired to his bed; and 
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the two brothers began to massage his feet. The 
couple whose lotus feet are sought by men of dispassion 
muttering various sacred formulae and practising different 
kinds of yoga (means of union with God) lovingly 
massaged the lotus like feet of their Guru, conquered 
as it were by his love. When the sage asked Him again 
and again, the chief of Raghus race went to bed only 
then. Lakshman pressed the Lord’s feet to his bosom 
and caressed them with reverence and love deriving 
supreme joy from this service. It was only when the 
Lord repeatedly said—‘Return now, my brother; that 
he laid himself down cherishing his brother’s lotus feet 
in his heart. 

Towards the close of night, at the sound of cock- 
crow, got up Lakshman. The Lord of the universe, the 
all wise Shri Ram, also woke before His preceptor.’ 

Ah! What an excellent ideal sight! Shri Ram- 
Lakshman had gone out to visit the city; there they 
got absorbed in the love of all the citizens—men and 
women, children and adults but realising getting late 
they were afraid of the Guru Vishwamitraji. So, by 
coaxing the children, the Mithila-charming couple returned 
their halting place. Having saluted the feet of the guru, 
with fear, love, humility and hesitation, both the 
brothers remained stood. When Guruji asked them to 
be seated then they sat down. By the permission of 
the Guru they performed evening devotion timely. Two 
watches of the night, then, passed in the narratives 
and discourses of the Puranas. Then, the sage 
Vishwamitra retired to bed. Now, both the brothers 
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began to caress his feet. The sage asked again and 
again to retire but they did not want to be deprived 
of the merit of massaging the feet. On his insistence 
Shri Ram also retired on bed. Now, Lakshman began 
to caress his legs silently with mixed feeling of love 
and awe placing them on his bosom so that Ram might 
fall asleep. Shri Ram said again and again and then 
Lakshmanji, enshrining the lotus feet of Rama in his 
heart, went to sleep. Next day, in the morning, just 
hearing the crowing of the cock, first of all Lakshmanji 
got up and then Shri Ramji and last of all Guru 
Vishwamitraji. Then ideal routine of the night would 
reflect the picture of the day routine. In the modern 
days, such a sight is but a dream. It makes us to 
assume how Lakshmanji would have been serving Shri 


Ram. 
XXX 


XXX XXX 

Shri Lakshman’s devotion to his brother is 

` unparalleled. He could tolerate everything but Shri Ram's 

disgrace, insult and sorrow was unbearable to him. He 

never furiated with anyone for himself and for his own 

comforts. His own life was all sacrifice for Rama and he 

kept engaged himself in hard services of Rama, but the 

least disrespect of Rama got him agitated and he hissed 

like a death-like poisonous cobra. Then, he cared for 
none whosoever might be before him. 

At Janakpur, when in the Swayambar (the assembly 

of suitors) of Sita, none was able to break the bow 

of Lord Shiva, Janakji was greatly shocked, he said 


in the pitiful words— 
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aaah as mÀ we arti die fade vat F arti 
wag are frat fra ye ang | ferar a fate ace Rag 
a mN faq ve ya od i dt oq aft eas a ee 

‘Now no one who prides on his valour should feel 
offended, if | assert that there is no hero left on earth 
to my mind. Give up all hope and turn your faces 
homewards. It is not the will of providence that Sita 
should be married. All my religious merit shall be gone 
if | abandon my vow; the princess must remain a 
maiden; what can | do? Had | known, brothers, that 
there are no more heroes in the world, | would not 
have made myself a laughing stock by undertaking 
such a vow.’ 

All who heard Janak’s words, men and women 
alike, felt distressed at the sight of Janaki. But 
Lakshman’s mental condition is, however something 
otherwise. The moment he heard the words ‘no one 
should feel proud of his valour from Janak’s mouth, 
he got incensed. He thought to himself—‘What is this 
Janak saying in the presence of Shri Ram?’ but he 
kept quiet because there was no permission of Shri 
Ram. But when Janakji said that ‘there is no hero left 
on the earth again and again, Lakshman’s eyebrows 
were knit, his eyes shot fire and his lips quivered. He 
could not restrain himself, bowing his head of the feet 
of Shri Ram he said— 
wats WE We HS ÀS | Ae cast se wes A HE Il 
wat wae wie safe art i fae wae a aril 


‘In an assembly where anyone of Raghu’s race is 
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present no one would dare speak such uncalled for 
words as Janak has done, even though conscious of 
the presence of Shri Ram, the jewel of Raghu’s race. 

‘Listen, where the jewel of Raghu’s race is 
present, who can speak such unbecoming words? 
Turning towards his brother Lakshman adds—‘Listen, 
O Delighter of solar race! If | but have your permission, 
| will lift the globe like a ball— 
aera we fat ont wht raed ae gern fate att 

‘| will lift it and smash it like an ill baked earthen 
jar; and by the glory of your majesty. O blessed Lord, 
| can break Mount Meru like a radish. 

What, then, is this wretched old bow? Realizing 
this, my Lord, let me have your command and see 


what wonders | work— 
cout ara fat are wget isis ad wart ot A 

dnt oan de fafa ca vat act Te 

at a at wey ve wae oe A et ery Ter 
‘q will string the bow as though it were a lotus 
stalk and run with it not less than about eight hundred 
miles. By the might of your glory, O Lord! | will snap 
it like the stalk of a mushroom. Or if | fail, | swear 
by your feet never to handle a bow or quiver again.’ 
As Lakshman spoke these angry words, the earth 
shook, the whole assembly was struck with terror; 
blushed lotus heart of Sitaji bloomed, preceptor 
(Vishwamitra) the Lord of Raghus and all the hermits 
were glad at heart and thrilled all over again and again. 
Lakshman fulfilled his duty, Shri Ram’s glory was 
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revealed to all. Seeing the living image of heroism, 
all were charmed; But Shri Ram with a single sign, 
turned this screen of heroism— 

wae waft meq Farida ata me aorrn 

‘With a sign Shri Ram checked Lakshman and 
made him sit beside him.’ 

Then, Shri Ram broke the Shiva’s bow with the 
permission of the Guru. Parashuramji appeared and 
being furious, he began to ask the name and address 
of that who broke the bow. In another way, Shri Ram 
accepted the act of breaking the bow— 
ma aay ae | Ae hs UH aT TANT 

‘My Lord! it must be someone of your servants 
who has broken the bow of Shiva.’ 

Here, the dialogue between Parashuram and 
Lakshman is very interesting. Lakshman has related 
Shri Ram’s Majesty satirically and Shri Ram in different 
ways supported Lakshman’s versions. It seems as if 
both the brothers joining each other inwardly and behaving 
differently outwardly, are supporting each other. Ultimately, 
hearing soft profound words of Shri Ram, Parashuramji 
got enlightened. Then, he said— 
wa mA m ay mei Gag fae ae eg 

‘O Ram take this bow of Rama’s Lord and draw 
it, so that my doubts may be cleared.’ 


aa arg qè af was | urge wa faana wail 


‘As Parashuram offered his bow it passed into 


Ram’s hands of its own accord and Parashuram felt 
amazed at this.’ 
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Parashuram’s joy had no bounds to realise the 
Lord’s glory and having saluted Shri Ram and Lakshman, 
he made his way. 

All the four brothers were married. All of them 
came back to Ayodhya. The whole royal family rejoice 
greatly. The mothers were filled with delight. 

XXX XXX XXX i 

Then, Shri Bharat, Shatrughna departed for their 
maternal home but Lakshman did not go. He does not 
mind city or forest maternal home or father-in-law’s 
home, he must have Ramji with him, he can not live 
anywhere without Rama. If the shadow separates from 
the body then Lakshman might be separated from Shri 
Ram. ‘The attraction of Lakshman’s love is so acute 
that Shri Ram can neither sleep, bathe and nor eat 
delicious food without him alone’-— 

aoa a fan fat aya gear 

yeni ot fe i fem 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 1/18/30-31) 

Without him ‘Shri Ram, foremost of men did not 
have even a wink of sleep nor did he partake of a 
daintly dish brought for him without Lakshman.’ 

The preparation of Ram’s coronation was made 
Lakshman’s joys had no bound. The intensity of 
Lakshman’s eagerness to see Shri Ram on the royal 
throne can be imagined by the Lakshman’s fiery 
reaction on the command of banishment for Ram in 
place of the throne. The intensity of anger depends 
on how much the occurrence is against one’s will. 

Accepting the command of exile, having made the 
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obeisance and circumambulation to Kaikeyi and 
Dasharath when Shri Ram came out of the palace to 
seek permission from mother Kausalya, Lakshman also 
followed Him with tears in his eyes in an angry mood. 
He is the shadow of Shri Ram in every case. 

Both the brothers reached mother Kausalya. Shri 
Rama told the whole affair. The mother’s lamentation 
was beyond limit; the mother tried to check Ram, but 
Shri Ram didn’t agree. This action of Shri Ram didn’t 
appeal to Lakshman, he was whole-heartedly the 
follower of Shri Ram, but he could not restrain himself 
to see Shri Ram being deprived of his right. This is 
the distinctive characteristic of Shri Lakshman’s character 
that he presents his feelings before Shri Ram emphatically 
what does not appeal to his mind, he contradicts even 
his statement but does not shed tears being 
overwhelmed. Prowess then overpowers him, but when 
he is aware of Shri Ram’ final decision, he desists 
completly his insistence and follows him squarely. 

To see mother Kausalya lamenting being distressed 
by the conduct of Dasharathji and Kaikeyi, devoted to 
brotherly-love Lakshman began to express his emotion 
to his mother— 


ar mada aq 


(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/21/16—18) 
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‘Turning again to Kausalya he said: “| swear to 
you by my bow as well as by the merit attained by 
me through truthfulness, charity and worship of gods 
that | am truly devoted to my eldest brother with the 
core of my heart, O godly lady! If Sri Rama enters 
a blazing fire or retires to the forest, know me, O 
glorious lady, as having already entered the same. | 
shall presently dispel your sorrow by dint of my 
prowess even as the sun when risen drives away 
darkness. Let all people as well as Sri Rama (a scion 
of Raghu) witness my valour.’ What a great brotherly 
love is reflected in these words! 

Than after, he began to make all kinds of heroic 
talks—‘O Arya! At once you should take over your right 
of sovereignty. | am at all ready in your service and 
protection with my bow-arrows in my hands. So long 
as, | stand in your support in the form of death, who 
is there so powerful to create any hindrance? There 
is no one in Ayodhya against you except Kaikeyi; but 
even if the entire Ayodhya goes against you, | will 
make Ayodhya empty of human beings with my sharp 
arrows. If even Bharat’s maternal uncle or anyone of 
his kins comes in his support, | will kill him also. 
Infatuated with Kaikeyi, even if her father becomes our 
enemy on the instigation of Kaikeyi, | will arrest him 
or kill him. Sin will not stain to me in this act. It is 
Our duty to teach a lesson to the unjust doer.’ 


am dq wT wat pa saa) 
ara vite: feat ad marnma 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/21/15) 
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‘What power has he to bestow royal fortune on 
Bharata entering into bitter enmity with you as well as 
with me, O chastiser of foes?’ 

Consoling Lakshman Shri Ram uttered— 

wa omen wri fs eer 

fart wa ma a aaa aqua 

ent fe wet are at act wlaftem) 

adinda, N 

ase a neh pima 

iak amm deere wA: N 

aai agama ë gatea HR 

aima mo dead mfa TAAA 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/21/39, 41, 43, 44) 

“I know your unsurpassed love for me as also your 
valour and strength as well as your glory, which cannot 
be easily approached by others. Indeed, righteousness 
is paramount in the world and truthfulness is rooted 
in piety. This command of my father too is supreme 
in that it is based on righteousness. Since | have been 
commanded by Kaikeyi to go into exile according to 
the pledge given to her by my father, O valiant prince, 
|, constituted as | am, dare not flout her command in 
any case. Therefore, give up this unworthy thought of 
assuming the reins of government even by taking 
captive or killing the reigning king, deriving its support 
from military heroism. Take your stand on righteousness 
and do not resort to severity. Let my resolution of 
carrying out the royal command, be followed.” 

O brother! Have patience being free from anger 
and sorrow, forgetting the humiliation be delighted. The 


father is truthful and pledged to the truth. He is afraid of 
fate in the next world because of deviation from the 
truth, he will become fearless if | follow truth. If my 
coronation is not held up, my father’s truthfulness will 9° 
away which will be the great cause of his sorrow and his 
sorrow will also be a matter of great sorrow for us. O 
brother! It is the destiny, the chief cause of my exile 
otherwise, why would Kaikeyi to whom | was the most 
affectionate, have demanded the boon of my banishment? 
It is the providence to divert her mind. Till today all the 
mothers including Kausalya and Kaikeyi had the equal 
treatment of love for me. Kaikeyi can never utter any 
harsh word against me if she had not been under the 
sway of providence. 

So, agreeing to my words and being free from 
sorrow and not taking it ill, get the preparation of 
coronation cancelled at once. 

Hearing the words of Shri Ram, bowing down his 
head, Lakshman pondered over for a little while, but 
the embodiment of prowess, Lakshman did not appreciate 
the logic of Shri Ram, his eye-brows were knitted, his 
head got curled and overpowered by anger he began 
to breath like a serpent and slamming the ground with 
hands he said—‘Why are you making this confusing 
talk? You are a great warrior— 


praca AAA a: Sai 
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meta wa tam det yeua ai 
lagrer ST afifa it 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/23/16—18) 
‘He alone who is cowardly and powerless trusts 
in fate. The valiant, who are possessed of a strong 
mind, never seek shelter in fate. A man who is capable 
of setting aside the decree of fate through personal 
effort never feels disheartened on his purpose being 
thwarted by destiny. People will see today the relative 
strength of fate and a human being. The distinction 
between fate and a human being will be manifest 
today.’ 


waa m mè cafe fag N 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/23/40) 

‘Speak out, which enemy of yours may be deprived 

this very day of his life, fame of invincibility and relations. 

Pray, instruct me how to proceed so that the globe may 

be brought under your control. | am at your beck and 

call.’ Saying so Lakshmanji began to weep in Shri Ram’s 

love. The Lord Shri Ram, wiping away his tears with his 

own hands and consoling him said—‘Brother! Take it 

granted that to obey the command of mother-father is 

the foremost moral duty of a son, that is why | have 

agreed to obey my father’s command. Then, again more 

what is there the value of this sovereignty, which is just 
like the short screen of a dream— 
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afed gA ad weit tafe a aa 
af ut Aa snare: wnat ai 


If this empire and body etc., had been real, your 
labour could prove to be worthful to some extent, but 
the enjoyments of the sense organs are so evanescent 
like the lightening in the midst of clouds and this span 
of life is momentary like the drops of water on the 
heated iron in the fire. Brother! This anger is the root 
of the mental agony; It is the anger, alone that binds 
us, to the world anger ruins righteousness. So, giving 
up anger Be peaceful, then, this world is free from 
enemy for you. Soul is unique apart from this body, 
sense-organs, mind, vital force, intellect etc. That spirit 
is pure, self-illuminated, immutable, formless. Unless 
a human being realizes that the soul is separate from 
the body, sense organs, vital energy, he is compelled 
to suffer the miseries concerning to birth and death 
in the world. So, O Lakshman! Imbibe in your mind 
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that this soul is ever distinct from them and it is only 
a witness.’ 
XXX XXX XXX 

Shri Ram became ready to depart for the woods. 
Sitaji also accompanies him, Lakshman’s anger is 
cooled down, but he is restless to accompany Shri 
Ram; running he rolls down at the feet of Shri Ram 
and with tears in his eyes he utters—‘O the Lord of 
Raghu’s race! You had advised me to follow your 
decision, then why are you departing today leaving me 
here?’— 

4 me n TT 

ad aft A ama a war fe 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/31/5) 

‘O brother! Without you | do not wish to ascend 
to heaven nor do | solicit godhood nor again do | crave 
for the rulership of the spheres.’ It is noteworthy that 
at a time Lakshman’s fierce and dreadful, splenderous 
image on oneside and whereas on the other side his 
entreaty like a child before mother! This is the 
distinctive characteristic of Lakshman’s brotherly love. 
Shri Ramji was charmed with this behaviour of brother 
Lakshman and clasping him to his bosom he said— 

ferret mh it: aad wad fea: 

fra: mead ad aara wer a a 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/31/10) 

‘Brother! You are affectionate to me, righteous and 
always virtuous, you are dear to me as my own life, 
you are obedient and amenable to my control and my 
friend;’ it is beyond doubt, but if you accompany me 
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who will console here the grief-striken father and 
mother afflicted by distress?’ 

ard fier ye ears fre far aft ete gară 

Mes TY fers SA AT Ae TT Te 
ara fara sift qag fea ond | arg ara fog ve Baer II 
TE RE wa art ulti i vas aa aes as AN 

‘Those, who reverently and unconstrainedly follow 
the advice of their father, mother and preceptor and 
master, have reaped the fruit of their birth or else their 
coming into this world has been in vain. 

Bearing this in mind, brother, listen to my advice 
and wait upon the feet of our father and mothers. Stay 
to comfort all; otherwise, brother, we shall incur great 
sin. 

No doubt, it is an wholesome teaching, but the 
cuckoo (Chatak) not even looks towards water of the 
Ganga; it looks only to a drop of rain during Arcturus 
(Swati drop), the single minded devotee Lakshman was 
in a fix for a while dared not speak due to being under 
the sway of emotional love, then being restless he fell 
on the feet of Shri Ram and washing His feet with 
tears uttered— 
dite wife fire Aa aired 1 oni ser ant wend 
Wet fit ee qe att | Pema sift we a af 
wy ate uae | Wee We fe af acer 
Wg TOMS SIE wes ATS we alae 
wre HTS | wife tft Frere fra me n 
Te rath sig o smi 

Aa Ra art 1 atte fa ania fire art n 
WH Sat oA tt aly pig aea fee ae 
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‘My Lord, you have given me a sound advice; but 
due to my faint heartedness it sounds impracticable 
to me. Only those noble men who are self-possessed 
and champion to the cause of virtue, are fit to be taught 
the gospel of the Vedas and moral tenets. | am a mere 
child fostered by your loving care, can a cygnet lift 
Mount Mandarus or Meru? | know no preceptor nor 
father nor mother; | tell you sincerely; believe me my 
Lord, whatever ties of affection, love and confidence 
exist in the world as declared by the Vedas—for me 
they are centred in you and you alone, my Lord. O 
friend of the afflicted, O knower of the innermost heart 
of all! Piety and propriety should be taught to him who 
is fond of glory, fortune and a noble destiny. He, 
however, who is devoted to your feet in thought, word 
and deed—should he be abandoned? O ocean of 
grace?’ 

When the Lord saw that Lakshman had lost his 
nerve through love and he could not be detained, he 
commanded him then— 


arg faet ad at We istag aft wag at WEI 
‘Go and ask leave of your mother; then quickly 
return and accompany me to the woods.’ 
Lakshman went up to his mother Sumitra fearing 
that she might not allow him. But she was also none 
else but Lakshman’s mother, she said very 
affectionately— 
w ama fats ut fate saree 
seamed fate mes ad we 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/40/9) 
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‘She said to Laksmana again, “Know Rama to be 
DaSaratha as your father, look upon Sita (the daughter 
of Janaka) as myself (your mother) and esteem the 
forest as Ayodhya (your home) and depart, dear son, 
happily.’ 
aaa det we wa fran. aed feag we Ur WHIT! 
ava feat wt at at we 1 Ag Aa ST Stat CG! 
watt wat m AA mg ary Ad AR N 
we aig afe ate feat 1 wa fee aa À fea aT 
Tee wm wy ww i at tq da we Ae 

‘Ayodhya is there where Ram dwells; there alone 
is the day where there is Sun light. Bearing this in 
mind, accompany him to the forest and derive, my son, 
the benefit your existence in the world. That woman 
alone can be said to have borne a male issue, whose 
son is a devotee of Ram, the Lord of Raghus. 
Otherwise she had better remain issueless; for she 
who deems herself fortunate in having a son hostile 
to Ram has yeaned in vain. It is due to your good 
fortune that Ram is proceeding to the forest; there is 
no other reason for his doing so, my boy.’ 

Lakshman got his will fulfilled. He rushed up to 
Shri Ram and both the brothers along with Sita 
departed for the forest leaving the citizens of Ayodhya 
in lamentation. 

XXX XXX XXX 

One day it so happened that the evening set in 
while walking in the forest. None of them was habituated 
of walking on foot, all the three were fatigued, black 
serpents were moving all around. Sweeping place 
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beneath a tree, Lakshman spread the bed of tender 
leaves. Shri Ram and Sita sat on it. Lakshmanji 
managed for the food. To see this hardship Shri Ram 
began to say repeatedly with feelings of affection— 
‘Brother! Go back to Ayodhya and comfort your 
mothers there. Let me, along with Sita suffer here. In 
its reply Lakshman uttered very heart-touching words— 


3a ta wa dt a meat wea 


Weta’ AA eena N 
ate mi a wast a giai wN 
seiat wef uit am fm 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/53/31-32) 
‘Bereft of you, O scion of Raghu, neither Sita nor 
| myself can survive even for a shortwhile any more 
than fish taken out of water. Today | wish to see neither 
father nor Satrughna (my younger brother) nor Sumitra 
(my own mother) nor even heaven without you, O 
tormentor of foes!’ Blessed is such brotherly love! 
During the period when Shri Ram-Sita sleep in 
night at the place of Nishad king, Guha, on the grass 
bed prepared by Lakshman, Shri Lakshman is doing 
the duty of a watchman standing there at some 
distance. Guha comes and says—You are not in 
practice of remaining without sleep, please, go and 
sleep. | have already managed everything for his 
security guards.’ Hearing this Lakshmanji started 
uttering— 
wat aed yt wat ae Ma 
veer fet wat wel vita qa aru 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/86/10) 
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‘How can sleep be had, or even life or comforts 
be enjoyed by me when Sri Rama, son of Dagaratha 
is reposing on the ground with Sita?’ i 

In the forest, Shri Lakshmanji remains always alert 
in the service of Shri Ram and Sita. It was Lakshman 
who had made a good hut, collecting woods and leaves 
and by digging the earth with the spade. It was all 
the responsibility of Lakshmanji to bring fruits and 
roots, to manage the requisites of oblations, to carry 
the bamboo made box of Sita’s garments and ornaments 
and walk carrying the arms and weapons and to fetch 
the water from a long distance through the fields in 
the winter nights, to wrap the stones and trees with 
old clothes to distinguish the path, to sweep, to clean 
the kitchen, to make the altar; to collect the burning 
woods and to guard remaining awake the whole night 
and Lakshmanji did all these works efficiently. 
dae meq ww art wg a a Ag a 
Bate way dra wastes 1 aft aaa goa wee 1 

‘Lakshman waited upon Shri Ram in thought, word 
and deed with an amiability and devotion more than 
one could tell. While Lakshman in his turn waited upon 
Sita and Shri Ram (the Hero of Raghu’s race) just as 
undiscerning person tends his own body.’ 

In the obedience Lakshmanji stands at top and 
becomes a great ideal. The command may be against 
to any extent, he acts upon silently without any ‘if and 
but’, some instances of his obedience are worthseeing 
here— 

(1) At the time of banishment considering the 
command he completely changed his mood for revolting. 
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(2) He was very furious at the time of Bharat 
coming to Chitrakut, but he became cool realizing the 
fact on the command of Shri Ram just at once. 

(3) While at the war with Khar-Dusan, Shri Ram 
ordered—'l just fight with them, you; go with Sita in 
the mount Cave and sit there.’ This command to 
escape from the battlefield for a valorous like Lakshman 
was very hard but he accepted it without any if and 
but. 

(4) Shri Sitaji was coming from Ashok Vatika in 
a palanquin. Shri Ram ordered Vibhishan to bring her 
on foot, it pained Lakshman first, but he remained 
silent. 

(5) Reproached by Shri Ram when Sita commanded 
Lakshman to lit fire to the pyre, on the indication of 
Shri Ram, with a sore afflicting heart he prepared the 
pyre. 

(6) At the time of Sita’s exile, to obey the 
command of Shri Ram, turning his heart to stone and 
remaining afflicted by his inner distress even, he left 
Sita alone in the forest. 

In his whole life there are only two instances of 
his disobedience, first to go to Shri Ram who has gone 
away to catch the illusory deer; leaving Sita alone in 
the hermitage and the second to allow sage Durvasa 
to go to Shri Ram to save the empire from the curse 
of Durvasa sage accepting his own suffering of being 
abandoned. But both the occurences are exceptions. 

On the harsh words of Sitaji, Lakshman persuaded 
Sitaji to convince her—‘Mother! These are the words 
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of illusive Marich. There is none in all the three worlds 
to win Shri Ramji; have patience, please. Disobeying 
the Lord Shri Ramji, | can not go anywhere leaving 
you alone here.’ Even then, when she spoke the fiery 
words—'l know, you are the messenger of Bharat, 
there is sensuousness in the corner of your mind, you 
have greed for me, | will prefer to burn myself to ashes 
but any cost | cannot come under the clutches of the 
both—you and Bharat.’ These words like arrows 
pierced the spotless heart of self-restrainted Lakshman, 
he said—‘Mother Vaidehi! You are like goddess for me; 
So, | can say nothing to you; but | am unable to bear 
your pinching words. O the forest gods! You are 
witness, | am guided by the commands of my elder 
brother, Ram, even then, the mother Sita has doubt 
in me because of her female nature. | apprehend some 
misfortune to befall. Mother! May the forest God protect 
you! | just go. ‘In such a condition to go from there 
can not be condemned.’ 

In the second case, Lakshman had disobeyed to 
save his brother including the whole family as well as 
the empire. 

Some are of the opinion that Lakshman had love 
for Ram only but his rancour to Bharat remained as 
it was, but it is not right. He could never forgive anyone 
disobeying Shri Ram, but when he came to know that 
Bharat was not at fault, Lakshman repented excessively 
for his action and he began to love and have devotion 
for Bharat as usual. Once, in the winter season 
experiencing the effect of chilly cold in the forest, 
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Lakshmanji being worried of Bharat dwelling at 
Nandigram says— 
afer yever art gafa: | 
avert eater eR Wt: P 
wea Ts a aM a Aiya fafa ae! 
aet «= fader: «= wA MA TT HN 


areata mA Berar peretteare tI 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 3/16/27—33) 
‘At this time of the year, O tiger among men, the 
pious-minded Bharata, full of agony (caused by separation 
from you) is practising austerities in the city out of 
devotion to you. Giving up the sovereignty and honour 
as well as the manifold and diverse enjoyments and 
living on a restricted diet, the ascetic reposes on the 
cold surface of the earth without bedding. Ready for 
a dip in the river, and followed by his ministers, he 
too without doubt walks to the Sarayū river daily at 
this hour. Tormented by cold, though brought up in 
the highest luxury and tender as he is, how indeed 
does he take a dip in the Sarayū during the last watch 
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of the night? With his eyes resembling the petals of 
a lotus, dark-brown of complexion, majestic, almost 
devoid of belly, a great knower of Dharma, truthful, 
bashful, master of his senses, polite of expression, 
amiable, long-armed, the subduer of enemies, he has 
given up the various pleasures and is devoted to you 
(his elder brother) with all his being. Paradise has been 
conquered by your high-souled brother, Bharata, who 
is following you in your ascetic life, even though you 
are staying in the forest (away from him). : 

On reading these words of Lakshman can it be 
said that Lakshman had no love for Bharat? His great 
love itself is reflected in these words. 

XXX XXX XXX 

Being at all free from his pride of wisdom how 
Lakshman was dedicated whole-heartedly to the service 
of the Lord. Shri Ram’s service comes to our knowledge 
evidently when Shri Ram instructs him to make a 
hermitage at any suitable place in Panchvati after a 
considerable lookout. Then, service devoted Lakshman 
says—‘O Lord! | can do nothing with my own free will. 

wana wee wate atvd fra 

wa g eft ast aAA at au 

(Valmiki Ramayan, 3/15/7) 

‘O Kakusth! So long as you are present, Say, a 
hundred years, | am a dependent only. Therefore, tell 
me of your own accord to erect a hut at a place which 
is agreeable to you.’ 

It does not mean that Lakshmanji was unwise. He 
was very intelligent and learned and from time to time 
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ee 
he used his wisdom also for the Lord Shri Ram's 
service, but where he was fully satisfied in Shri Ram’s 
action only, he did not apply his mind. He had the 
tendency of anger and glow but that was only for Shri 
Ram's sake. Lakshman did not know at all to be 
lamenting, overwhelmed, deviation and to forgive Shri 
Ram’s hostile. That is why those who judge him with 
another angle, find fault in his character; but Lakshman 
is fully innocent and spotless, a dedicated devotee of 
Shri Ram knowing well the secrets of Shri Ram and 
an ideal brother. If the examples of his wisdom is to 
be found out, let us read his conversation with Guha 
at a lonely place. When Nishada being overpowered 
by distress, blamed Kaikeyi with disparaging words and 
expressed sorrow to see Sita’s husband, Shri Ram and 
Sita sleeping on the ground, Lakshmanji began to say 
to him in modest and sweet words— 

EA HS FS TS He aT | Pa HPA HA ANT AY WaT It 
art aA ait wet det | fea arafed wea wa eT 
TAA A we RT aT Tey | Safer aR Hey Ste HIRI 
anf amg ey Ot Rae | OAS Te cht aes Il 
aaa gha qha wT ag | tte ET Wey Tet 

w ag frat aq te maA asl 
wrt ony A att ae fafa wia fore sits 

ara farenft aé ia tq age arfe a agar A 
We fat wa drafter | faa ar sa Want! 
we wn wife amt ait i amet wia fear 
what date sta wa wn | wa aa fava faere fart ll 
ag fare ae we m aa TATA a aT! 
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wat AU ae Te Fe 

wa We ART aa tena arate ga i 

wat face tet mater | aie fra aft frea deri 
wre PH ERT AT ae fea h rarer 

ata aka at wast ay gaa frets wet sae N 
wer wae ate afte aig fea weit ae wa ae 

‘No one is a cause of delight or pain to another, 
everyone reaps the fruit of one’s own actions, brother. 
Union and separation, pleasurable and painful 
experiences, friends, foes and neutrals-snares of delusion 
are these. Even so birth and death, prosperity and 
adversity, destiny and time and all the illusion of the 
world; lands, houses, wealth, town and family, heaven 
and hell and all the phenomena of the world; nay, 
whatever is seen, heard or thought of with the mind 
has its root in ignorance: nothing exists in reality. 

Suppose in a dream a beggar is crowned king 
or the lord of paradise is reduced to the state of a 
pauper; on waking the one does not gain nor does 
the other lose anything. So, must you look upon this 
world as a mere illusion. 

Reasoning thus, be not angry nor blame any one 
in vain. Everyone is wallowing in the night of delusion 
and while asleep one sees dream of various kinds. 
In this night of mundane existence it is Yogis (mystics) 
alone who keep awake—Yogis who are in quest of 
the highest truth and remain aloof from the world. An 
embodied soul should be deemed as having awoken 
from the night of the world only when he develops an 
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aversion for the sensual enjoyments of the world. It 
ìs only when right understanding comes that the error 
of delusion disappears and then alone one develops 
love for the feet of Shri Ram. O friend! The highest 
spiritual goal is this; to be devoted to the feet of Shri 
Ram in thought, word and deed. Shri Ram is no other 
than Brahma (God), the Supreme, reality, unknown, 
imperceptible, beginningless in comparable, Him in 
negative terms (not this). 

For the sake of His devotees, Earth, the brahmans, 
cows and gods, the gracious Lord takes the form of 
a man and performs actions by hearing of which the 
snares of the world are broken asunder. 

Realizing this, O friend! Shed all infatuation and 
be devoted to the feet of Sita and the Hero of Raghu’s 
race.’ 

Who is capable to sing the glory of Shri Lakshmanji? 
It is only in the character of Shri Lakshmanji that there 
is an excellent harmony of the highest spirtual goal 
and love, wisdom and simplicity, counselling and 
obediance, sharpness and friendship. The whole universe 
praises the Lord Shri Ram’s virtues and merits and 
Shri Ram praises Bharat for his unique nobility and 
Bharat congratulates Lakshman for his luck. Then 


where do we stand in recounting in brief the virtues 
of Lakshman? 
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The Brother-Love of Shri Shatrughna 
a we wa anit ae dle wa smite 


‘I adore the lotus-feet of Satrughna (lit., the slayer 
of his foes), who is valiant yet amiable in disposition, 
and a constant companion of Bharata.’ 

The servant of the Lord Shri Ram’s servant, Shri 
Shatrughnaji was the dearest and the most obedient 
brother of Shri Ram, Bharat and Lakshman. Shatrughnaji 
was a silent worker, lover, moral, reticent, truthful, 
dispassionate and simple, glorious, obedient to the 
elders, brave and terror for the enemies. In Shri 
Ramayan he does not occupy special and detail 
columns; but whatever the matter about him is available, 
gives us the glimpse of his high stature. As Shri 
Lakshmanji was the shadow of Shri Ram, similarly 
Shatrughna remained absorbed in the service of Shri 
Bharatji. He had accompanied Bharatji to his maternal 
home and returned along with him at the death of his 
father. He was also much grieved to get the news of 
the banishment of Shri Ram, Lakshman and Sita by 
Kaikeyi and his fathers death on the arrival at 
Ayodyha. He was well acquainted with the heroism of 
brother Lakshman, so, with a very heavy heart in 
amazement he said to Bharatji— 


fe a wea wi pah gA 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/78/2-3) 
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How strange that the same Sri Rama who is 
possessed of extraordinary might and is the support 
of all created beings in distress, much more of himself 
and his own people, was exiled into the forest by a 
woman ! What a pity that even Laksmana, who is full 
of might and rich in prowess, did not deliver Sri Rama 
from distress, going the length even, if necessary, of 
restraining his father ! 

At this moment Shatrughnaji was overpowered 
with anger and agony, in the meanwhile one of the 
gatekeepers came and said—‘O Prince! The great 
cruel and wicked Kubja, who is the root of the evil 
plan of Shri Ram’s banishment and his Majesty’s 
death, is standing well decorated with garments and 
ornaments; if you think proper, teach her some lesson.’ 
Kubja was coming for reward from Bharatji and just 
at her sight, the gate-keeper had informed Shatrughnaji 
coming inside. Shatrughna became wrathful, holding 
the lock of her hair, he dragged her, She shrieked 
loudly. To see the situation the other female friends 
of Kubja ran away to Kausalya for shelter; they thought 
that there was no other way to escape from the wrath 
of Shatrughna except going to the shelter of sweet 
spoken, merciful Kausalya. When Kaikeyi interrupted 
he rebuked her also. Ultimately Bharat intervened and 
said to Shatrughna—‘Brother! That women are 
undeserving of death at the hands of men, otherwise 
|, myself, would have slain Kaikeyi— 

sama eat ont aR wri wea: 
mat a n wa enter mii yar 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/78/23) 


‘Nay, Sri Rama, whose mind is given to piety, will 
surely never speak not only with you but also with me 
if he ultimately comes to know even of this humpback 
having been killed by us.’ 

Hearing the words of Bharat, Shatrughna released 
her. Here, it comes to the light that first, in the moral 
ethics of Shri Ram, what an honourable position had 
been given to the women as a whole, the women were 
considered undeserving of murder. Secondly, Bharat, 
even in this situation checked his brother Shatrughna 
from going on the immoral path due to the brotherly- 
love telling him the moral ethics of Shri Ram’s morality 
and thirdly, the wrathful Shatrughna agreed to his 
brother’s advice at once. We should learn the lesson 
from this. Those who condemn our cultural heritage 
saying that in the ancient days the Indian males looked 
the women disdainly, they should learn lesson from 
this episode. 

xxx XXX XXX 

Then, Shatrughna also accompanies Bharat to the 
forest to persuade Shri Ram to return and he searches 
out Shri Ram’s hut by the permission of Bharat. When 
Bharat goes hurriedly to see Shri Ram from a distance, 
Shatrughnaji also runs after him eager for the sight 


of Shri Ram— 
wea aè ait PU 
amga saguaadad Ul 
a ü ti Ramayan, 2/91/40) 
He, too, salutes Shri Ram’s feet shedding we 
from his eyes, Shri Ram also clasps this both se 
brothers to His bosom with His eyes flowing tears. 
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the same way, Lakshman also meets his younger 
brother Shatrughna— 


Wes aea apf wm wi 

‘Lakshman eagerly meets his younger brother 
Shatrughna lovingly.’ 

Then, in between the dialogue of Shri Ram and 
Bharat, there was no need for Lakshman and Shatrughna 
to intervene. The representative leaders of the both 
their elder brothers were present there. Shatrughna 
had already surrendered his whole life to Bharat. That 
is why Bharat was saying— 

ays uga AR at aifser wate wri 

‘Let us the two brothers me and Shatrughna retire 
to the wood. O Lord! You, Lakshman and Sita kindly 
go back to Ayodhya and let the citizens feel the shelter 
of their master.’ 

If it had not been the consent of Shatrughna or 
Bharat had not been confident of Shatrughna on his 
brotherly devotional love, how could have Bharat 
uttered so? 

While departing with sandals, both the brothers 
again embraced Shri Ram. They take the reverential 
round of Shri Ram. Like Lakshman, Shatrughna was 
also sharp and bold. He was wrathful to Kaikeyi in his 
mind. Shri Ram understood it. So, at the time of 
farewell from the forest Shri Ram instructed Shatrughna 
the lesson on account of affection— 

wee ta het ar te ge a uN 
wa a dita d aAA | cq 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 2/1 12/27-28) 
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‘O brother! Take care of mother Kaikeyi; be not 
angry with her You are hereby adjured to do sö by me 
as well as by Sita, O delight of the Raghus !’ While 
delivering these words, his eyes were filled with tears. 
It reveals the great mutual love of Shri Ram and 
Shatrughna. 

Then, Shatrughnaji remained on duty in the 
service of the subjects and royal family according to 
His command after coming back to Ayodhya with 


Bharat and when Lord Ram returns from the forest he 
meets Him with great love— 


at wy wit ager a2 ea mg 

‘Then, the Lord being delighted clasped Shatrughna 
to his bosom.’ 

And then he deputes himself in His service. Shri 
Ram is coronated and there is peace, prosperity, 
morality in the reign of Lord Shri Ram and all are happy 
and contented. 

Once, the sages came to Ram and said—‘The 
demon, Lavanasur is creating a great chaos. He devours 
the living beings and specially the ascetics. We are in 
great trouble.’ Shri Ram said to them—‘Don’t be 
frightened, | just manage to kill him.’ Then, Shri Ram 
asked his brothers—‘Who is ready to advance to kill 
Lavanasur?’ Bharatji said—‘Your majesty! If you permit, 
| will go.’ Then on this Lakshman’s brother Shatrughna 
said humbly—‘O the Lord of Raghus! When You were 
in the forest, Shri Bharatji had observed the rule facing 
many great hardships, he dwelt out of the city at the 
Nandigram, slept on the bed of grass, ate fruits and 
roots and put on the hermits garments with matted hair. 
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Now, Your servant, | am already present in Your 
service, in his place | should be sent there.’ The Lord 
Shri Ram said—‘Alright, if you desire, do so; | will 
install you on the kingdom of the beautiful city of 
Madhudaitya. You are brave, you can establish a city 
there. Having killed Lavanasur rule there in a righteous 
way. Whatever | have said, don’t repudiate it; because 
the youngers should obey the elders. Guru Vasishtha 
will coronate you in an ordained way; obey my command.’ 
Shri Ram told the importance of obeying the order 
because Shri Ram knew the sacrificing attitude of 
Shatrughna. If Shri Ram had not uttered so, he would 
have not accepted the sovereignty easily. We come to 
know this by his reply. Shatrughnaji said— 

‘O the foremost among the mankind! | consider 
it immoral that the younger brother should be coronated 
in the presence of the elder brother. On the otherside, 
your order must be followed even. It is you from whose 
mouth | have heard this morality. | was at fault to 
intervene in Bharatji’s words— 

aed gaat ut emf mai yà 
waa ù gene gi: yed 


(Valmiki Ramayan, 7/63/5-6) 

‘It is most unfortunate that | have said something 
improper: ‘I will kill Lavana in battle’. | think | have 
been put in this unenviable position as a result of my 
saying so. When the elder one says something, the 
younger should not make a reply. Violation would be 
against the norms of Dharma and spoil the other 
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world..’ How praiseworthy is Shatrughna! He considers 
the gain of sovereignty as to court trouble. What an 
ideal sacrifice is! He again says—‘Kakustha! | got one 
punishment, now, if again | speak anything on your 
words, lest | should be punished again with another 
punishment; so | have to say nothing. | am ready to 
act upon your will.’ 

According to the Lord’s will Shatrughna was 
coronated. Then, he attacked on Lavanasur; Shri Ram 
provided him four thousand horses, two thousand 
chariots, one hundred elephants of superior quality, the 
trading merchants, one lakh of golden coins to meet 
the expenses and giving him different types of preachings. 
He bade Shatrughna farewell. It makes it very clear 
how dear Shatrughna was to Lord Ram! 

He started his journey halting in the hermitages 
of the sages. He halted for one night in the hermitage 
of Valmikiji also; on that very night Lav and Kush were 
born of Sitaji. So, that night was very pleasant to 
Shatrughnaji. Reaching Madhupur, Shatrughnaji 
committed the murder of Lavanasur. The gods and 
Sages blessed him. Then after the stay of twelve years 
at Madhupuri, Shatrughnaji came back to view the sight 
of Shri Ram, the Lord of Raghus. On his way back, 
he again halted at Valmiki’s hermitage. Now, Lav and 
Kush had grown up aged twelve years. Valmiki had 
already taught them the recitation of the Ramayana. 
So, Lav and Kush read out the pleasant and heart 
touching recitation of Ramayan before Shatrughna by 
the permission of the hermit. Shatrughna was charmed 
to hear the praise of Shri Ram— 
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yar yeni Ai areas: | 
u yiia Aaiya yig: N 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 7/71/17) 

‘Having heard the story duly sung, the lion among 
men, Śatrughna, with tears in his eyes, was rendered 
unconscious, and fell into a swoon immediately taking 
deep sighs repeatedly. How blessed he is! 

Then, after reaching Ayodhya he comforted himself 
with the sight of all the brothers along with Shri Ram. 
Again after some days, he came back to Madhupuri. 

XXX XXX XXX 

The time of departing for the Supreme abode 
approached. Knowing it, having handed over the 
empire to his two sons, the self-restrainted Shatrughna 
ran away to Shri Ram and saluting His feet he began 
to say in the choked voice— 

parih arargat THATS | 

Tarr wA fake at pata 

3 Weed amend dit a we 

fagemrfireaty ngà fama: 11 
(Valmiki Ramayan, 7/108/14-15) 
‘O descendant of Raghu, know me as one having 
decided to follow you after having coronated my two 
Sons. No word other than that of consent is to be 
aA you, O brave one ! | do not wish that your 
ih be tae by one like me, in particular. 
Shri Ram pecan. his prayer and all together with 

e Supreme abode. 
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CONCLUSION 


This is merely a glimpse of the ideal brotherly- 
love of the four venerable characters of the Ramayana. 
This article has been written specially on the excellent 
brotherly-love. Other descriptions are by the way 
according to the references, so the other ideal lesson 
giving subjects have not been possible to be discussed 
duly and accordingly. Under this topic most of the 
descriptions are based on Valmiki, Adhyatma and 
Ramcharitmanas. 

Actually, who is capable to find the depth of the 
character of Lord Shri Ram and His brothers? My effort 
is simply for my own satisfaction, this is my earnest 
request to the men of letters to pardon me for my 
errors. It is in our interest to take the full advantage 
from the outstanding blotiess ideal characters of Shri 
Ram and His beloved brothers. Despite being the 
embodiment of truth, consciousness and bliss, He 
played activities like a human beings, which can be 
practised by us in our practical life considering them 
as our ideal. 

Some of us argue that when Shri Ram is the 
manefistation of the Supreme Lord, what was the need 
of His incarnation, He could make everything possible 
by His own eternal power? It is undoubtedly true that 
isle ot Wing at Hosur oe 

, es so, but by His 
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incarnation in the world He has acted the sportive 
activities so because we may be graceful by imitating 
and singing in His praise. If the Lord had not played 
this role to teach us lesson by incarnating, how and 
where from could it be possible for us to get such ideal 
lessons? Now, it becomes our moral duty to become 
His true devotee by hearing, pondering over and living 
His frolicsome activities. This article has become 
lengthy, so it is over here. 
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